West Valley Site Celebrates Cleanup Successes

EM West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) Site Director Bryan Bower recognizes employees
for their hard work and diligence in completing their latest cleanup accomplishments. At left are Paul
Bembia, the WVDP project director for the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority, and Alison Hunt, district director for U.S. Rep. Tom Reed of New York.

WEST VALLEY, N.Y. – EM and its cleanup contractor at the West Valley Demonstration
Project(WVDP) Site commended workers during a celebration last week for safely completing
demolition of the first vitrification facility built in the U.S.
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EM Senior Advisor Taylor Playforth speaks to
employees and guests at last week’s celebration at
the West Valley Demonstration Project Site.

Scott Anderson, president of EM cleanup contractor
CH2M HILL BWXT West Valley, told people gathered at
last week’s celebration that the site’s crews worked
safely and creatively to complete the Vitrification Facility
demolition and disposal of more than 3,000 containers of
waste from past cleanup activities.

Officials with EM and CH2M HILL BWXT West Valley also recognized the workers for disposing of
more than 3,000 containers of waste resulting from past cleanup activities.
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EM WVDP Site Director Bryan Bower noted that the latest accomplishments demonstrate EM’s
commitment to safe and compliant cleanup.
“I want to thank the WVDP team for achieving these major accomplishments in a safe and
environmentally sound manner,” Bower said. “It is the dedicated men and women at this site that
make this cleanup possible.”
EM Senior Advisor Taylor Playforth conveyed greetings from EM Assistant Secretary Anne White
to the West Valley workforce, “and she asked me to personally thank you for all you’ve
accomplished in the safe cleanup of environmental legacy resulting from previous operations.”
Teardown of the 10,000-square-foot vitrification plant — once used to solidify thousands of gallons
of radioactive waste at the WVDP — is EM’s largest and most complex environmental cleanup
achievement at the West Valley site to date.
Work continues on remaining cleanup, including deactivation of the Main Plant Process Building
and demolition of its ancillary buildings and structures.
-Contributor: Joseph Pillittere
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