Tee. _ CitizesuradnTorce

From: Melinda Holland, Clean Sites

Subject: Summary of August 19, 1997, Meeting
Date: August 26, 1997

Next Meeting:

The next Citizen Task Force (CTF) meeting will be on:

Date: - Wednesday September 3, 1997
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Location: Ashford Office Complex

9030 Route 219, West Valley, NY

If you have questions or comments regarding the upcoming meeting or about this summary,
please contact Melinda Holland at (864) 457-4202, or Tom Attridge at (716) 942-2453.

CTF Attendees:

Attending were: Pete Scherer, Joe Patti, Ray Vaughan, Nevella McNeil, Elaine Belt, Paul
Piciulo. Tom Rowland, Mary Sonntag (for Rich Tobe), Bob Potter (for Bill King), Larry Smith,
Eric Wohlers, Blake Reeves, Warren Schmidt, and Pete Cooney. Not attending were: Lana
Rosler, Rich Tobe, Bill King, and John Pfeffer.

Agency Attendees:
Jack Krajewski, NY State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
Attending via video conference were:

Jack Parrott and Tim Johnson, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
Joe Price, Science Applications International Corp. (SAIC)

August 19" Meeting Summary:

Tom Attridge began the meeting by addressing administrative issues. Melinda Holland reviewed

the agenda with the CTF and requested comments on the August 6" Meeting Summary.
Comments on the Meeting Summary included a disagreement with page 3, last sentence of the
first full paragraph which read “Consistent with NRC decommissioning requirements,
Alternative III relies on indefinite institutional controls, however, no credit was taken for
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institutional controls bevond 100 vears in the performance assessment.” The 0bjeCtionakasdontbtm
implication that indefinite institutional controls would be consistent with NRC decommissioning
requirements. A revised summary is attached.

Tom Attridge announced that NYSERDA and DOE would like Murray Regan, Mayor of
Springville, to fill the vacancy left by Dick Timm’s resignation from the CTF. Mr. Regan was
recommended by Mr. Timm and has expressed enthusiasm for participating on the CTF and is
willing to do the necessary “catch up” work. Also, the new Concord Town Supervisor, John

Allen, was contacted by NYSERDA and supported the participation of Mr. Regan on the CTF.

Mr. Attridge requested that anvpne having apestionsar.cancerns.aver. Mr. Regan renlacing Mr..
Timm should speak with him or Ms. Holland during the break. No concerns were raised at the
meeting. Mr. Regan will be contacted and.invited tnatterd.the.paxt CTE meetind... g,

Waste Management Area 2 - Low Level Waste Treatment Facility Area

The overview of the low level waste treatment facilities and wastes present in WMA 2 was
provided by Joe Jablonski of WVNS. The summary of DEIS information for WMA 2 was.




TISVTR frsmdas ~anssuwétion to replace the existing tacility (also known as the U2 Building).
The new LLWTF was needed due to the poor condition of the old facility. The existing O2
Building and lagoons have different amounts of radioactive contamination. As requested.




demolished and the rubble filled with grout and capped. A CTF member raised the concern that

voidvresgaves Thiaw xSt Wil the rubbkln < rarwih i grod. Hanshenrenroe~ddrelhracte
end product of [IIA and IIIB will look different externally. which could be an aesthetic
consideration for future uses of the area around the site.

A CTF member suggested that the site consider the findings of a Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL) study from the 1970s on the potential impacts of earthquake on buildings at
West Valley. He felt that the impacts of earthquake on waste storage or disposal facilities which
might remain at West Valley after closure should be looked at more closely and that any analvsis
at West Valley should be as sophisticated as the LLNL analysis.

Some discussion ensued over how some closure alternatives could be incompatible with other
alternatives. For example, cleaning up the source of the North Plateau Groundwater Plume
might be incompatible with Alternative IIL. close-in-place. for the Process Building. However.
phosphate stabilization (if proven effective) could be used to stop the movement of the plume
and would be compatible with Alternative III. A combination alternative is a likely outcome for
the site as a whole. Site representatives stated that it is important for the CTF to begin to look at
the relationships between alternatives as applied at different parts of the site. The use of an
alternative at one WMA may preclude or encourage the use of other alternatives at other parts of
the site. '

‘WMA 3 - Follow-up Questions and Issues
T nrenhve expresselnonneentsuve hicpresaitation on the re-engineering of WMA 3
which indicated that the projected dose dropped by six orders of magnitude. He is concerned
over the validity of those projections. Under Alternative III he felt it would be very difficult to
~successiilhiv-sedr off the tanks from groundwater for 1.000 to 10.000 years. Ot special concern is
the ability to successfullv seal the bottoms ofithatealesfroonrantea svithizromdivasen, (oudly,
erosion and seismic impacts also remain a serious concern over these long time frames. He
encouraged more rigorous study on the potential impacts of seismic disturbances. Due to the
lack of time remaining at this meeting. site representatives agreed to respond in more detail at the
NeXLIMERIAG, (.1 NS MYSKIY. FIUDIMARNZEL AL NS THUIRIANS. TN A0Se cAJCI aT1ongss Were Udstd on
the use of the new type of reducing grout and absorbents. design improvements. and improved
washihg and cléaning tectinologies for the tanks.

High-Level Waste Tank Workshop

Elizabeth Lowes announced that DOE would pay travel and expenses for one CTF member to
attend a DOE workshop on High-Level Waste Tanks to be held in Salt Lake City. Utah on
October 7 & 8. An agenda for the meeting will be provided to the CTF as soon as it is available.
The following CTF members expressed an interest in attending: Larry Smith. Tim Siepel.
Nevella McNeil. Blake Reeves. and Pete Scherer. Rich Tobe and Ray Vaughan were suggested
as potential attendees by other CTF members. All were asked to check their calendars and at the
next meeting select a preferred way of choosing one person to attend.
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Observer Comments

An observer reminded the sit¢ and CTF To consider an endangered species, the Rose Pink plant,
when they consider closure options for the reservoir, which is where they are found.

A question was asked about the use of contaminated material from the old hard-stand area to fill
Tsggoou's. Mrstie representative responded that the contaminants from that till were taken into
consideration in the DEIS.

Another observer suggested that other agencies might be interested in acquiring the land for
public uses; such agencies might include: the U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service,
NYS Office of Historic Preservation, NYSDEC Parks or Forests Division, and local government
and planning agencies.

Next Steps
. Complete question and answers from WMA 3
. Provide a draft of the next phase of the CTF process at the September 3 meeting
and discuss
Attachments
. Table showing volumes, substances, level of activity, etc. on the wastes located in
thee” Cagoons m WilrA™z
. Map showing location of wetlands on site
. Revised meeting summary from the August 6" meeting
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