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DOE UNVEILS NEW ‘WAY AHEAD'’ FOR WEST VALLEY CLEANUP

The Department of Energy, along with several federal and New York state regulatory agencies, has
developed a new “way ahead” for the cleanup of the West Valley Demonstration Project. The proposal,
which was formally unveiled late last month, is intended to help push past the “technical roadblocks™ that
have hindered the development of a final site decommissioning Environmental Impact Statement, which
has been in the works for more than a decade, according to DOE. “Let’s focus on some of the areas
where we can make quick progress.” Departmental spokeswoman Megan Barnett said last week.

State Officials Cauntiously Optimistic

The proposal has been met with cautious praise from the New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority, which is the main state agency involved with the West Valley site. “We think
it's positive. Overall we think it makes a lot of sense because we can get more cleanup work done sooner
and recently it's been stalled,” said Tom Attridge, senior project manager for NYSERDA’s West Valley
Site Management Program. *Our bottom line here 1s trying to get as much cleanup done as we possibly
can as soon as we can before DOE leaves the site.” Questions remain, though, as to the overall cost of
the proposal, including how funding responsibilities would be shared; and as to how the proposal will fit
into DOE’s efforts to find a new cleanup contractor for the site,

Changes to Interim End-State

Currently, DOE’s plans for the interim completion of the West Valley cleanup, as described in a 2005
Site Utilization Management Plan, center on the off-site shipment of legacy low-level and transuranic
waste; removal of excess facilities; and decontamination of the site’s Process Plant, which had been used
for commercial reprocessing activities. As described by the Energy Dept. last month in a presentation
before the West Valley Citizens” Task Force, the new proposal would include several “enhancements™
to the interim end-state, including:— Installation of a cover and barrier wall on the site’'s NRC-Licensed
Disposal Area (NDA); — Efforts to address the North Plateau groundwater contamination plume; —
Decontamination of the site’s Process Plant to make it “demolition ready;” — Relocation of
approximately 275 canisters containing vitrified high-level waste from the Process Plant to altemative

on-site storage; and — Removal of residual wastes from the site’s four emptied underground high-level
wractas fanlc



A Segmented Approach

Concerning the main cleanup challenges at West Valley— the Process Plant itself, the tank farm, the
NDA and the State-licensed Disposal Area (SDA)—the “way ahead” proposal would separate out the
demolition of the Process Plant and its ancillary facilities, which would be addressed in a final
decommissioning EIS to be completed next year. Decisions on how to address the tank farm and the two
landfills would be put off until an undetermined date, with the three sections to undergo continued
maintenance and monitoring. “We're separating the process,” Barnett said. “Let’s do what we can in the
short term and then let’s leave those issues we're having trouble working out through the Core team
process for the Core team process.”

Disagreement Has Stalled Cleanup

The Energy Dept. and New York state regulators have long been in disagreement as to how move
forward with the final site decommissioning EIS, which Attridge said last weck has helped to stall the
cleanup of the West Valley site. Among the factors in the dispute, he said, was the issue of who would be
responsible for carrying out, and funding, certain pieces of the site cleanup. Currently, DOE pays for
approximately 90 percent of the effort, with New York state contributing the remainder. “Once you start
talking about the major facilities, it gets bogged down in, *“Who's responsible, who's going to pay for
what?"” Attridge said. “We've always been saying if we get these responsibility 1ssues resolved, then we
could move forward.

Well, it really hasn't gotten resolved. Work has slowed down. Funding starts going away. People start
getting laid off. It’s a house of cards, in a sense.” Concerning the new proposal, Atiridge said, “This here
is at least an attempt to stop that slide, get us back on track, get more cleanup done that we can get done,
that we can agree upon and then really defer some decisions until a little bit later on, which are obviously
harder decisions.”

NYSERDA Back at Negotiating Table

The “way ahead” proposal has been in development for the past several months through what DOE has
described as a “core team” process, which has also included the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the
New York state Department of Environmental Conservation and the New York state Department of
Health. When the ‘Core team’ was launched last fall to help resolve technical issues surrounding the
development of the final decommissioning EIS, NYSERDA chose not to participate, due in part, to what
the state agency said was DOE’s refusal to consider submitted technical comments. As a result of the
‘way ahead’ proposal, though, NYSERDA has reversed its stance and has agreed to participate, though
with conditions, according to Attridge. “This proposal seems worthy, seems like we’re moving in the
right direction. We didn’t think we were moving in the right direction before,” he said, adding that
NYSERDA has told the Dept. of Energy, “At the same time, we want to sit down with you and start
talking about these responsibility issues. ... As long as we can have productive negotiations with you on
the loneer term responsibility issues, we will continue to participate in the Core team.™






