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Kuhl again calls for federal takeover of West Valley cleanup 
By RICK MILLER , Olean Times Herald 

Rep. John R. "Randy" Kuhl Jr. said Friday he has resubmitted a bill calling for a federal takeover and total cleanup of the West Valley 
Demonstration Project. 

He's looking for Sens. Hillary Clinton and Charles Schumer to follow suit and reintroduce an identical bill in the Senate, as they did 
two years ago. 

The House Bill, the West Valley Remediation Bill of 2007, has changed little since Rep. Kuhl first introduced it in August 2005. It 
calls for a total cleanup of the town of Ashford site where the nation's first (and only) commercial nuclear fuel reprocessing plant 
operated from 1966 to 1972. 

Rep. Kuhl's bill has been referred to the Energy and Commerce Committee. 

By total cleanup, Rep. Kuhl insists that should include underground steel tanks that held 600,000 gallons of highly radioactive liquid 
waste from the reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel assemblies. He also wants the Department of Energy to clean up a radioactive plume 
traveling through the soil toward creeks that empty into Cattaraugus Creek, which ends up in Lake Erie, a source of drinking water for 
millions. 

At the same time, the Steuben County Republican who represents the eight-county 29th Congressional District is looking to more than 
double the budget for West Valley cleanup during federal year of 2008. 

President Bush proposed in his 2008 budget to cut cleanup funding at the West Valley site from $75 million to $52 million. 

Rep. Kuhl is seeking to increase that figure to $120 million next year. "The additional money would extend the (cleanup) project," he 
told reporters in a telephone press conference Friday. 

"When these bills come out of committee, either we will have been successful in getting additional funding for West Valley, or we 
won't," Rep. Kuhl said. He's hopeful of getting the funding raised to as much as $120 million. 

The federal/state cleanup at West Valley, which has been ongoing for 25 years, has cost nearly $2.5 billion, 10 percent of which is paid 
for by New York state. Much of that went for costs associated with mixing the liquid radioactive waste with glass formed in steel 
canisters 10 feet high and two feet in diameter. There are 275 of the "hot" glass-filled canisters stored in the process building behind 
highly shielded walls.  

Last year, the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority filed suit again at the Department of Energy in a bid to 
force a full cleanup of the site. 

Since then, Department of Energy "core teams" have been looking into options to their 2005 proposal to demolish some buildings 
which remain radioactive and cement them over. 

The "core teams" are now proposing to removal all of the remains of the buildings once they are demolished. Officials have speeded up 
the process of removing noncontaminated buildings at the site which are no longer used. 



The "core teams" are not proposing to remove the underground tanks, much of which are still highly radioactive and will remain so for 
thousands of years. Instead, they are proposing to review the status of the tanks once every five years. Earlier the Department of 
Energy had wanted to fill the tanks with a grout-like cement. 

Rep. Kuhl's bill insists that the tanks be removed, however. 

There is nothing in Rep. Kuhl's bill dealing with the state's licensed disposal area adjacent to the West Valley Demonstration Project 
site. The state site received low-level radioactive medical and other wastes until the late 1980s. 

State and federal officials recognize the state's low-level radioactive waste burial grounds, which are covered with rubber membrane to 
keep out more water, need to continue to be closely monitored.  

A smaller Nuclear Regulatory Commission low-level waste burial site is located near the state-licensed disposal area. Neither accepts 
any wastes at the site. 

Rep. Kuhl said that while Sens. Clinton and Schumer have not yet submitted a companion bill to his West Valley Remediation Act of 
2007, "I have every indication that they will. I don't believe they have yet."  
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WNY nuclear clean-up site puts items up for bidding 

Associated Press - June 15, 2007 8:25 AM ET 

ASHFORD, N.Y. (AP) - The federal government is putting equipment from a nuclear waste 
clean-up site in western New York up for auction.

But the feds say bidders don't have to worry about taking home something that glows.

Officials at the West Valley Demonstration Project say everything that's up for sale has been 
tested for radiation and is safe.

The demonstration project is located in the northern Cattaraugus County town of Ashford, 40 
miles south of Buffalo. It was started in 1980 to clean up high-level nuclear waste products 
from a nuclear waste processing plant that shut down in the 1970s.

With operations at the facility winding down, officials are selling off excess equipment.

Some of the items being auctioned off tomorrow include hardware, tools, motors, office 
furniture, cots and sleeping bags.

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2007 WorldNow and WSTM LLC, a Barrington Broadcasting Group LLC. 
All Rights Reserved. For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service. 
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West Valley auction puts some hot stuff up for 
bid 

By Christopher Michel NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 
Updated: 06/15/07 7:06 AM 
 
 One of the last places most people would expect to find a deal on 
hardware, industrial supplies and even cots might be a nuclear waste 
clean up site. 

Yet with cleanup efforts winding down at the West Valley 
Demonstration Project in the Town of Ashford, an auction Saturday will 
put more than two acres of excess supplies up for bid. 

But don’t worry, everything has been tested for radiation and is safe. 

The demonstration project was started in 1980 to clean up high-level 
nuclear waste products from a nuclear waste processing plant that shut 
down in the 1970s. 

Terry Dunford, a West Valley spokesman, said 650 lots of goods will be 
available for bid Saturday. All items in the lots are grouped together with 
other like items . 

“This is our second auction of excess supplies and is bigger than the 
first. There is literally over two acres of items to bid on,” Dunford said. 

Among the items to be auctioned will be electronics, industrial tools and 
equipment, wire and cable, valves and fit   
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tings, pumps and motors, laboratory supplies and office furniture. 

“There will be some bizarre items to bid on as well, like a pallet of sleeping bags and satellite 
dishes. Medium and small businesses, as well as people who need tools for their workshops, 
will best benefit from this auction,” Dunford said. 

Initially, items from West Valley that were no longer of use for the clean up effort were made 
privately available to municipalities, state and federal governments. Now, the remaining items 
will be opened to the public to bid on. 

Currently, West Valley employs more than 300 workers, sharply lower than its peak of about 
1,200 workers when the project was at its height in the 1990s. 

“The project is a project, and like all projects, it will have an end date. Right now, we are closer 
to the end, than we are to the begining,” Dunford said. 

State and federal government officials are working on a projected date of completion for the 
project. In the meantime, the remaining work force is removing the existing infrastructure and 
shipping low-level nuclear waste from the site. 

The auction will be run by Cash Realty & Auctions, beginning at 10 a.m. Saturday at the 
demonstration project site. 

cmichel@buffnews.com 
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.buffalonews.com/145/story/99329.html 
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Check the nuclear facts 

Letter to the Editor -  

Sun 06/10/2007 09:01PM 
Editor:  
 
On June 8, a letter from Douglas Conner asserts that this nation's only nuclear 
reprocessing plant was built in Barnhill, South Carolina. He goes on to apparently 
blame President Carter for the fact that the plant never became operational. The 
writer needs to check his facts.  
 
This nation's first nuclear reprocessing facility was built in the hamlet of West 
Valley in rural western New York. During the time the plant operated there were 
countless leaks and accidents. Radioactivity traceable to the West Valley nuclear 
site were found in Great Lakes water hundreds of miles away. The workers were 
sickened and the public was put at great risk. Today the plant is no longer 
operational but the wastes remain buried in ground that is highly subject to erosion 
or stored on-site above ground.  
 
The US Department of Energy uses every trick in the book to delay the promised 
cleanup of the site. In the meantime, the public is at greater risk as the deep and 
widening gullies surrounding the site approach the buried wastes. And of course we 
have no national repository for high level radioactive wastes, so the highly deadly 
vitrified wastes sit waiting for a home. Prior to the importation of radioactive 
wastes, western New York had no radioactivity beyond safe background levels 
natural to the earth.  
 
What is now named the West Valley Demonstration Project was and is a total 
disaster. President Carter was right to outlaw the commercial reprocessing of 
nuclear wastes. President Bush wants to overturn Carter's decision in order to 
expand nuclear power worldwide. Permits to mine uranium are at an all-time high. 
It's the latest gold rush.  
 
Local watchdogs have been working to cleanup the West Valley nuclear site since 
the 1970s. We have the U.S. and DOE in federal court now. If it were up to us, 
there would no movement to advance nuclear energy until the West Valley site is 
fully cleaned. Then once our site was clean we'd want to see the rest of the nuclear 
mess left all across this country cleaned. That would give the proponents of nuclear 
power pause to reconsider the wisdom of their approach.  
 
Judith Einach  
Director, Coalition on West Valley Nuclear Wastes  
Buffalo, New York  
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AT WEST VALLEY . . . . . . . . . DRUM CELL WASTE REMOVAL REACHES
HALFWAY MARK

West Valley Nuclear Services Company, which is carrying out the cleanup of the West Valley
Demonstration Project in upstate New York, has reached the ‘halfway point’ in its efforts to ship higher-
activity low-level waste off-site for disposal. At issue is West Valley’s so-called ‘drum cell’ waste,
consisting of approximately 20,000 containers of material created through the site’s Radwaste Treatment
System, which was used from 1988 from 1995 to treat supernate resulting from reprocessing activities by
mixing it with concrete. DOE had initially planned to dispose of the containers on-site at West Valley,
but later agreed not to do so without first preparing an Environmental Impact Statement to settle a lawsuit
filed by a local environmental group in the late 1980s. To date, about 10,000 of the 71-gallon, square-
sided containers, each weighing up to 1,200 pounds, have been retrieved from storage, with
approximately 5,000 of the containers having been shipped by rail to the Nevada Test Site for disposal,
WVNSCO spokesman Terry Dunford said last week. “Two cranes are moving 24 hours a day …
basically trying to get those wonderful things out the door,” he added.

Project to Be Completed by Sept. 30

WVNSCO expects to complete the project, which was not included in the scope of the pending interim
site cleanup contract, by Sept. 30, Dunford said. Washington Group, which owns WVNSCO, is one of
three main competitors for the new cleanup contract, which is set to be worth $75 million annually and
run through mid-Fiscal Year 2011. 

Other teams competing for the work include one consisting of CH2M HILL, Fluor, Jacobs and AREVA;
and a team led by small business S.M. Stoller. DOE is expected to announce the award of the contracts,
months behind schedule, later this summer.�



URS TO PURCHASE WASHINGTON GROUP INTL.

In a deal set to shake up the Department of Energy marketplace, engineering giant URS Corporation
announced May 28 that it will purchase Washington Group International. The sale, valued at
approximately $2.6 billion in cash and stock, is set to be completed later this year, subject to regulatory
and stockholder approval. Long having been relegated to ‘back bencher’ status within the DOE market,
URS immediately vaults into the top tier of contractors with the purchase of Washington Group, which is
the either the prime contractor or a part of the management team at most DOE sites. “On the federal
government side, you know Washington Group is a major DOE contractor … the URS Corporation is not
very active at DOE at this time, although we have a history of working there. So combined it provides a
great opportunity to grow that position,” URS Chief Financial Officer Thomas Hicks said in a conference
call with investors May 29. “Both companies are well respected and have a long heritage of working for
the DoD and the DOE … and we think there are great opportunities there moving forward.”

Officials from both companies stressed the increased capabilities that will be brought to bear in ‘growth
markets,’ including nuclear power plant construction and decommissioning. “Through this combination,
both companies will be better positioned to capture growth from favorable trends across the engineering
and construction sectors, including the increased investment in infrastructure projects, the focus on
emissions reduction and energy independence in the power market, and the increased use of outsourcing
by federal agencies, such as the U.S. Departments of Defense and Energy,” URS Chairman and CEO
Martin Koffel said in a May 28 press release. “Together, we will have the resources to meet increasing
client demand for a single firm that can provide the full range of engineering and construction services
required for large, complex projects in these high growth markets, both in the United States and abroad.”
Added Washington Group CEO Stephen Hanks, “The increased scale and resources of the combined
company, including URS’ significant design resources, will further support our ability to compete for
new opportunities in high-growth markets.”

Impact of Sale Uncertain

While URS is a relatively small player in the Dept. of Energy marketplace, Washington Group has long
been considered one of the ‘big five’ cleanup contractors, along with Bechtel, BWX Technologies,
CH2M HILL and Fluor. A look across the DOE complex shows the wide breadth of Washington Group’s
involvement, with the company holding contracts at Hanford, the Idaho National Laboratory, Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory, Los Alamos National Laboratory, the Savannah River Site, the Waste
Isolation Pilot Plant and the West Valley Demonstration Project. In the short-term, it appears that the sale
will have little impact at the sites where Washington Group currently holds contracts, given that the
company is set to operate for the first year of the sale as a separate division of URS.

URS Committed to DOE Market

In the long-term, though, it remains what impact the sale could have on Washington Group’s plans to
compete for new work at Hanford and to retain its Savannah River presence, given that the purchase
could result in significant changes in management and corporate attention. Even so, the two companies
stressed their continued interest in the DOE marketplace in their joint statement. “The combined
company is expected to be a major contractor to the federal government, including a … top provider of

engineering, management and environmental services to the U.S. Department of Energy,” the companies
said in the release. Notably, URS has previously acquired a former key player in the Dept. of Energy
market, with the 2002 purchase of original Rocky Flats cleanup contractor EG&G. In their conference
call last week, URS officials noted the benefits of their acquisition of EG&G as they work to integrate



Washington Group once the sale is completed. “We do have origins in DOE and what that brings to us is
a very similar operating culture across our federal businesses. So we believe culturally our organizations
will work very well together,” EG&G Division President Randy Wotring said. “The Washington Group
adds a very complementary skills and we believe that we’ll be able to add value to our customers in both
the Department of Energy and the Department of Defense as we move forward.” 

Sale Set to Impact Sellafield Competition

In addition, the sale is set to result in a major shakeup of the teams competing for the contract to manage
the Sellafield site in the United Kingdom. Washington Group, which is leading a team also consisting of
AMEC and AREVA, is one of the four main competitors for the Sellafield Parent Body Organization
contract. Other teams include CH2M HILL, a team of Bechtel-Serco-BWXT and a team of Fluor-
Toshiba. While it remains to be seen what impact the sale will have on the Sellafield competition, Hanks
said last week that he believes Washington Group’s position will be strengthened. “It is a huge
international competition, probably one of the biggest we’ve ever participated in,” he said. “What URS
adds to our ability to win that contract are very good, very strong, technical human resources that can
add substantial strength to our team. Martin [Koffel] and I sometime this summer will be meeting with
the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority and the message that we will be have for them is that this
transaction will actually enhance the skill sets of the team that we have put together to win that
program.”�



‘World Is Changing A Bit’ 
 6/1/2007 - West Valley Demonstration Project Closes In On Goal 
 
By SHARON TURANO 
 
WEST VALLEY — Even though staff at the West Valley 
Demonstration Project may not know the final outcome of their 
work, they are moving toward that goal. 
 
Terry Dunford, spokesman, said the demonstration project’s 
‘‘world is changing a bit,’’ as it moves into the decommissioning of 
a nuclear plant that operated until the 1970s.  
 
Since then, the state and federal governments, with the help of 
private contractor West Valley Nuclear Services Co., have been 

 Trains are loaded with low-level radioactive waste 
Thursday to be shipped from the West Valley 
Demonstration Project to a Nevada disposal site.  
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working to clean the defunct facility.  
 
Work has included filling glass rods with radioactive waste and 
shipping that off site, building a remote-handled waste facility to 
move waste from the site. 
 
While state and federal officials continue to talk about the best 
solutions for the site’s future, staff is removing waste and reducing 
infrastructure by demolishing it. About 500,000 cubic feet of waste 
has been shipped by truck, and 900 drums per week of low-level 
waste is now being shipped by train to Nevada. 
 
Once this phase of the project is complete, decontamination of the 
original facilities used when the nuclear plant was in operation will 
begin. That is projected to take about four to five years, said Bryan 
Bower, director of the West Valley site for the federal Department 
of Energy. 
 
While that work is being continued, the federal and state 
authorities are hammering out a preferred alternative for the future 
of the site, he said. Long-term stewardship of it, where to put high-
level waste and who is responsible for it are sticking points to 
coming up with the solution. Alternatives vary from making the site 
pristine again, to monitoring it, moving it and combinations of the 
alternatives. 
 
While that final outcome is not yet agreed upon, Dunford said the 
work at the site is ‘‘closer to an end.’’ 
 
‘‘Every project has a beginning and an end,’’ he said, adding this 
one is moving closer to its end, even if authorities are unsure what 
that end will be. 
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URS buying Washington Group for $2.6B 
By REBECCA BOONE - Associated Press Writer  
Updated: 05/29/07 12:48 AM  
 
 San Francisco-based URS Corp. is buying Washington Group International for $2.6 billion, the engineering and 
construction companies announced Monday. 

The boards of directors of both companies unanimously approved the deal, which calls for Washington Group 
stockholders to receive $43.80 in cash and .772 shares of URS stock for each Washington Group share. 

The transaction is valued at $80 per share, or a 14 percent premium over Washington Group's closing stock price 
on Friday. 

"URS has a history of anticipating change in the industry, and this transaction is the next logical step in building 
for future growth," URS chief executive Martin Koffel said in a prepared statement. 

The deal combines two of the nation's largest engineering and construction firms. URS has 29,500 employees in 
20 countries, while Washington Group has 25,000 employees worldwide. 

The deal, which is subject to approval by the stockholders of each company and regulators, is expected to close in 
the second half of this year, the companies said. 

The combined company would operate under the name URS Corp., and would have one of the largest teams of 
nuclear scientists and engineers in the industry and a backlog of projects exceeding $11 billion in more than 50 
countries, company officials said. 

Koffel would remain as CEO of the combined company, and one member of the Washington Group board of 
directors will serve on the combined company's board. 

URS will "have a significant presence in the anticipated resurgence of the nuclear industry, including fuel 
sourcing, enrichment, power generation and spent fuel reprocessing and disposition," Washington Group CEO 
Stephen Hanks said. 

Boise-based Washington Group International, once named Morrison Knudsen Corp., helped build Hoover Dam 
and the San Francisco Bay Bridge. It earned nearly $81 million on more than $3.4 billion in revenue during the 
2006 fiscal year, but business has not always been so good for the company. 

In May 2001, it emerged from its second bankruptcy filing in six years. At the time, executives blamed the 
company's financial troubles on undisclosed liabilities it incurred when it bought Raytheon Engineers and 
Constructors, the power unit of defense and aircraft giant Raytheon Co. 

The purchase gave Washington Group a strong foothold in the power and defense market, but it came with hidden 
costs. Of more than 300 contracts acquired in the purchase, a dozen cost much more to complete than Raytheon 
had disclosed to Washington Group. Raytheon estimated its costs at less than $800 million, while Washington 
Group later pegged them at $3 billion. 
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Washington Group sued Raytheon, and the companies later settled without any cash changing hands or either 
company admitting any wrongdoing. Eventually, Raytheon was required to pay $2.5 billion to complete the 
projects because of previous guarantees to project owners. 

Former Washington Group shareholders also sued Raytheon for their losses. Raytheon settled that lawsuit in 2005 
for $39 million without admitting any wrongdoing. 

Past URS projects have included a renovation of the Pentagon and an expansion of the San Francisco International 
Airport. URS has a history of acquiring other companies: In 1995, it bought fellow design engineering firm 
Greiner Engineering Inc., a deal that Koffel said made it one of the top 20 design and construction management 
firms in the country at the time. 
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URS to acquire Washington Group for 
$2.3 billion 
Tue May 29, 2007 7:09AM EDT 

PHILADELPHIA (Reuters) - Construction services company URS Corp. 
(URS.N: Quote, Profile, Research said on Monday it would acquire 
Washington Group International Inc. (WNG.N: Quote, Profile, Research for 
about $2.3 billion to expand into the engineering and management of nuclear, 
infrastructure and environmental projects. 

Under terms of the deal, Washington Group shareholders will get $43.80 in 
cash and 0.772 shares of URS common stock for each Washington Group 
share they own. That values Washington Group at about $80 per share, or 
$2.3 billion based on Washington Group's 29.2 million shares outstanding. 

In addition to overseeing massive construction projects such as the 
development of transportation, water and wastewater systems around the 
world, the combined company also will offer engineering, construction and 
maintenance services for fossil fuel and nuclear power plants. 

"It positions us in markets that coincide with growth in the economy and 
markets that are growing," URS Chairman and Chief Executive Martin Koffel 
said in telephone interview, citing the power and nuclear power industries. 

"This whole deal was strategically driven, but it's got attractive financial 
metrics as well," he said. 

The price marks a 14-percent premium over Washington Group's closing 
stock price of $69.97 on Friday. U.S. financial markets were closed on 
Monday for Memorial Day. 

Washington Group trades at about 24.4 times Wall Street earnings estimates 
for 2007, slightly below the construction and engineering sector's average 
valuation of about 26.2 times earnings. The URS deal values Washington 
Group at about 28 times earnings. 

URS said it expects the acquisition to boost revenue growth, long-term 
profitability and cash flow. The deal will be neutral or slightly beneficial to 
earnings per share in 2008, and boost earnings in 2009 and beyond, URS 
said. 

URS estimated cost synergies of $50 million to $55 million in 2008 from the 
deal. Some layoffs will result as the companies combine administrative staff, 
said URS Chief Financial Officer Thomas Hicks. 

Together, the companies would have 2007 revenues of about $8.6 billion, 
projects in more than 50 countries, and more than 54,000 employees. 
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