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Workers replace lifting equipment  

for future demolition activities 

A Facility Disposition crew at EM’s West Valley Demonstration Project replaced the hoist in the 

equipment decontamination room during essential mission‐critical operations. This was the first work activity 

that involved both COVID‐19 protocols and radiological personal protective equipment; and is associated with 

the future demolition of the main plant process building – an EM2020 Priority. The site is currently in Phase 2 

of its Work Resumption Plan.  

“This is a good example of what can be accomplished when issues are discussed and ideas are shared,” 

Dale Macklem said. “Open communication allows employees and supervisors to be more engaged and 

understand that what they do matters in our future success.”  

Employees openly discussed their questions and concerns with supervisors and senior staff in a 

collaborative and inclusive manner that resulted in an agreed upon approach in donning and doffing personal 

protective equipment safely for this particular work activity. Lessons learned from this work activity, which 

combined COVID‐19 protocols and protection, along with work‐related PPE, will be applied to future cleanup 

work at the site.  

DOE WVDP Safety and Site Programs Team Leader Jennifer Dundas, commended the team for their 

pre‐job briefing and work.  

“Encouraging employees to speak freely when confronting an issue or challenge is the best way to 

solve a problem. It fosters the sharing of ideas and allows everyone an opportunity to be part of the solution. 

In the end, their agreed upon solution helped them to safely complete this work activity.”  

Creating an open environment helps an organization improve job satisfaction, reduces stress and 

increases mutual respect throughout the organization with the outcome of creating a more productive work 

environment and a positive workplace.  

After donning PPE and adhering to COVID‐19 protocols, the crew successfully installed the new hoist in 

the EDR. The important lessons learned from this work activity were refocusing on safety, being aware of 

changing conditions and new protocols and getting reacquainted with procedures, work packages, radiation 

work permits, etc.  

The new hoist will be used to move an aerial lift into the chemical process cell, and move boxes and 

drums filled with general purpose cell waste. 
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EnergyMark Announces Approval for Service in PJM 
Electric Grid 

 
NEWS PROVIDED BY 
EnergyMark  
Jul 28, 2020, 08:57 ET 

 

WILLIAMSVILLE, N.Y., July 28, 2020 /PRNewswire/ -- EnergyMark has announced their approval for 

service in the PJM Electric Grid, which serves 65 million energy users and is the nation's largest regional 

power transmission system. 

PJM is a regional transmission organization (RTO) that coordinates the movement of wholesale electricity 

in all or parts of 13 states and the District of Columbia. 

"Many energy companies are consolidating or selling portions of their business," said Gary Marchiori, 

president of EnergyMark. "However, our strong positioning with traditional and renewable energy supply 

is allowing us to expand and grow into new markets." 

Marchiori added, "To meet the demand for renewable energy, we committed to helping grow community 

solar in our region. With our expansion into the PJM grid, we'll now be able to offer renewable energy to 

more communities than ever before." 

About EnergyMark, LLC 

EnergyMark is a local supplier of Electricity, Natural Gas, and renewable energy, operating in New York 

since 2002 with offices in Buffalo and Rochester. 

EnergyMark has supplied natural gas, electricity, and risk management solutions for over 15 years to more 

than 15,000 residential, commercial, and industrial customers throughout Western New York and 

Northwest Pennsylvania. EnergyMark is the official energy supplier to the Buffalo Bills. 

EnergyMark also develops, owns, and manages Community Solar Farms, including their 10 megawatt 

West Valley Solar project, located in Ashford, NY. This Community Solar Farm will generate enough 

electricity to power more than 2,000 homes each year. 

Media Contact  

Gary Marchiori, President 

Office: 716.632.1800  

Email: 244277@email4pr.com 

 



 

 
 

An EM 2020 Priority: West Valley Moves Closer to Demolishing Main 

Plant 

 

WEST VALLEY, N.Y. – Workers at the EM West Valley Demonstration Project began demolishing a former utility 
building this month. The 6,955-square-foot building is an ancillary structure to the Main Plant Process Building, the 
last remaining major facility at the West Valley site. Five other ancillary structures associated with the Main Plant 
Process Building have been safely torn down, bringing EM’s total number of structures removed at the site to 67. 
Demolition of the Main Plant Process Building is among EM’s 2020 priorities. “The start of this work will change the 
landscape and footprint of the WVDP site, and is a reminder of the ongoing progress here,” EM WVDP Director 
Bryan Bower said. 

 
-Contributor: Joseph Pillittere 
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West Valley Demonstration Project enhances site security and safety

 

The West Valley Demonstration Project enhanced its security and safety by purchasing digital trunked radios 

that can assign frequency channels to various groups of users. The new devices can communicate with existing radios at 

the WVDP, as well as fire departments, local and state police and emergency medical services. WVDP programmed the 

new equipment to allow interaction with those emergency response organizations.  

“Our old radios were more than 20 years old, and needed to be replaced,” David Schuman said, CH2M HILL 

BWXT West Valley Safeguards and Security Manager. “These new radios enhance our security posture and improve 

officer safety. Improving our ability to share and communicate information more accurately will help us to better handle 

any situation that may arise.”  

The site’s old radios needed to be replaced when frequencies, groups and users changed. The new radios will 

provide a cost savings because they can be reprogrammed instead of replaced to accommodate such changes.  

The new devices will improve communications because they are capable of interoperability, which allows 

communication between WVDP and emergency responders across the U.S.  

“We learned a lot over the years about the need for interoperability when it comes to emergencies and 

communications,” Schuman said. “These new radios will have a positive impact for WVDP’s security force, as well as 

employees and visitors.” 
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West Valley Resumes Shipments of Deactivation and Demolition 

Waste  

 
Trucks carrying waste containers leave the West Valley Demonstration Project in late July en route to an offsite 
disposal facility. Pictured in the background is the Main Plant Process Building, which is set for demolition this year. 
Demolishing that facility is an EM 2020 priority. 

 

WEST VALLEY, N.Y. – EM West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) crews resumed waste disposal shipments 
in late July as part of cleanup efforts after the site moved into the second phase of its operations plan in response to 
COVID-19. 

The waste being shipped is from the demolition of a former utility building that began in July. The 6,955-square-foot 
building is an ancillary structure to the Main Plant Process Building, the last remaining major facility at the West 
Valley site. Teardown of the Main Plant is among EM’s 2020 priorities. 

Waste disposition is the final step in the completion of deactivation and decommissioning (D&D) of onsite structures. 
WVDP stopped shipments in March after D&D activities were put on hold due to COVID-19. 

WVDP’s second phase of its operations plan in response to COVID-19 adds high-priority operations and activities to 
those authorized in the first phase. The additional activities in the second phase call for use of more personal 
protective equipment and other health and safety precautions while workers continue to follow social distancing 
guidelines and other controls. 

“The protection of our workers, the public, and the environment remains our priority as we resume operations at the 
site,” EM WVDP Director Bryan Bower said. “The resumption of waste shipments is another accomplishment the 
WVDP team can be proud of as we safely and compliantly continue with our resumption-of-work plan.” 

Debris generated from the demolition of the former utility building is expected to fill about 75 waste containers. The 
waste is being sent to an out-of-state disposal facility. 
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“Our team members continue to use their combined knowledge to safely resume work during this challenging time,” 
said John Rendall, president of WVDP cleanup contractor CH2M HILL BWXT West Valley. “I’m proud of their efforts 
and accomplishments, and the work they continue to do on this project.” 

-Contributor: Joseph Pillittere  

 

Council Honors EM Sites, Contractors for Purchasing Sustainable 

Products 

Several EM sites and contractors across the DOE complex were recognized last week for their efforts to purchase 
products that protect the environment, conserve energy, and reduce costs. 

The Green Electronics Council and managers of the Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) 
named 2020 EPEAT Purchaser Award winners representing the Hanford, Portsmouth, Paducah, Oak Ridge, and 
Moab sites. EPEAT is a ranking system that helps companies compare and select environmentally friendly office 
equipment. Ranking criteria includes greenhouse gas emissions, hazardous waste production, and total energy 
usage. 

For the fourth straight year, the council awarded Hanford Site contractors CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation 
Company, HPMC Occupational Medical Services, Mission Support Alliance (MSA), Washington River Protection 
Solutions, and Wastren Advantage for their efforts to protect the environment by using sustainable electronics. 

“Congratulations to all of the Hanford contractors who were a part of this award,” said Jeff Frey, EM Richland 
Operations Office assistant manager for mission support. “The continued recognition of the Hanford Site is further 
validation of our ongoing efforts to reduce our environmental impact.” 

As Hanford’s site services provider, MSA tracks the purchase of electronic products for use by all contractors at the 
site. 

“These kind of partnerships with the other contractors are important in accomplishing DOE’s goal of protecting the 
environment,” said Todd Eckman, MSA vice president for information management. “Congratulations to all of the 
contractors for their efforts to help Hanford achieve this award.” 

In fiscal 2019, 97.5 percent of the electronics purchased by Hanford contractors met the EPEAT standard. 
Environmental benefits of these purchases include: 

 Reduced use of primary materials, including oil, iron, and wood by an estimated 323 metric tons. 

 Reduced hazardous waste by 2.6 metric tons. 

 Reduced solid waste by 19 metric tons. 

 Saved more than 1.4 million kilowatt hours of electricity — enough to power 121 average‐sized homes for a year. 

The council also honored EM West Valley Demonstration Project cleanup contractor CH2M HILL BWXT West Valley 
(CHBWV). Among CHBWV’s achievements in 2019: 

 Purchased 2,903 EPEAT‐registered products, leading to a cost savings of more than $116,000 over the lifetime of the 
products. 
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 Reduced greenhouse gases by 702,139 kilograms of carbon dioxide equivalents, similar to removing 150 average U.S. 
passenger cars from the roads for a year. 

 Saved 1,472 megawatt hours of electricity, comparable to the annual electricity consumption of 121 average U.S. 
households. 

“Sustainability in electronics purchasing is part of our commitment to be good stewards of the environment,” EM 
WVDP Director Bryan Bower said. “Environmental stewardship is the right thing to do, and it helps reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumption, and saves money for taxpayers and the government.” 

EM WVDP Regulatory Strategy and Environmental Compliance Team Lead Moira Maloney said the site’s regulatory 
strategy and procurement teams do an excellent job preparing requests for proposals that obtain the best results for 
WVDP’s electronics sustainability goals. 

“They are always finding creative ways to proceduralize these initiatives to ensure the best results from qualified 
subcontractors and suppliers. It is truly a team effort,” Maloney said. 

East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP), which is managed by Oak Ridge cleanup contractor UCOR, was 
recognized for the 508 EPEAT-registered products it purchased in 2019, representing a cost savings of $24,655 
over the lifetime of the products. This is the sixth consecutive year ETTP has received the award. 

UCOR uses EPEAT in purchasing contracts to require that vendors only provide electronics that meet strict 
sustainability criteria. These products are more energy efficient, less toxic, longer lasting, and easier to recycle than 
products that do not meet EPEAT criteria. 

“It’s an honor to win this award,” said David Buhl, UCOR pollution prevention and waste minimization coordinator. 
“While DOE requires us to make sustainable electronics purchases, it’s something that UCOR has done for a 
number of years already and it’s just the right thing to do.” 

The council also honored the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PGDP), which purchased 246 EPEAT-registered 
products in 2019, resulting in a cost savings of $9,981 across the lifetime of the products. In 2019, the site also: 

 Reduced greenhouse gases by 54,149 kilograms of carbon dioxide equivalents, similar to taking 12 average U.S. 
passenger cars from the roads for a year. 

 Saved 209 megawatt hours of electricity, comparable to the annual electricity consumption of 17 average U.S. 
households. 

"Practicing sustainable purchasing moves us closer to achieving a shared vision of minimizing DOE’s environmental 
impact," said Jeff Bettinger, EM’s Portsmouth site lead with the Portsmouth/Paducah Project Office. "The 
Portsmouth Site is proud to have received this recognition and is committed to continued procurement of 
sustainable electronics." 

EPEAT Purchaser Award winner Swift & Staley, a Paducah Site contractor, purchased 1,055 EPEAT-registered 
products in 2019. That will bring a cost savings of $24,059 over the lifetime of those products. Among Swift & 
Staley’s achievements in 2019: 

 Reduced greenhouse gases by 161,986 kilograms of carbon dioxide equivalents, similar to removing 35 average U.S. 
passenger cars from the roads for a year. 

 Saved 245 megawatt hours of electricity, comparable to the annual electricity consumption of 20 average U.S. 
households. 
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The council also recognized the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Remedial Action Project. 
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Workers replace lifting equipment at WVDP for future 

demolition activities 

WEST VALLEY — A Facility Disposition crew at EM’s West Valley Demonstration Project replaced the hoist in the 

Equipment Decontamination Room during essential mission‐critical operations. 

This was the first work activity that involved both COVID‐19 protocols and radiological personal protective equipment 

and is associated with the future demolition of the Main Plant Process Building — an EM2020 Priority. 

The site is currently in Phase 2 of its Work Resumption Plan. 

“This is a good example of what can be accomplished when issues are discussed and ideas are shared,” said Dale 

Macklem. “Open communication allows employees and supervisors to be more engaged, and understand that what they 

do matters in our future success.” 

Employees openly discussed their questions and concerns with supervisors and senior staff in a collaborative and 

inclusive manner that resulted in an agreed upon approach in donning and doffing personal protective equipment (PPE) 

safely for this particular work activity. Lessons learned from this work activity, which combined COVID‐19 protocols and 

protection, along with work‐related PPE, will be applied to future cleanup work at the site.  

DOE WVDP Safety and Site Programs Team Leader Jennifer Dundas, commended the team for their pre‐job briefing and 

work. 

“Encouraging employees to speak freely when confronting an issue or challenge is the best way to solve a problem,” 

Dundas said. “It fosters the sharing of ideas and allows everyone an opportunity to be part of the solution. In the end, 

their agreed upon solution helped them to safely complete this work activity.” 

Creating an open environment helps an organization improve job satisfaction, reduces stress, and increase mutual 

respect throughout the organization with the outcome of creating a more productive work environment and a positive 

workplace. 

After donning PPE and adhering to COVID‐19 protocols, the crew successfully installed the new hoist in the EDR. The 

important lessons learned from this work activity were refocusing on safety, being aware of changing conditions and 

new protocols, and getting reacquainted with procedures, work packages, radiation work permits, etc. 

The new hoist will be used to move an aerial lift into the Chemical Process Cell, and move boxes and drums filled with 

General Purpose Cell waste. 
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Reed tours West Valley Demonstration Project site 

By RICK MILLER 

WEST VALLEY — U.S. Rep. Tom Reed visited the West Valley Demonstration Project Thursday to tour the 

facility, review the latest developments on the nuclear cleanup efforts and discuss funding increases for 

the program. 

The House of Representatives’ recent appropriations bill allocated $88 million for the West Valley 

cleanup program, a nearly $13 million increase from the previous fiscal year. Reed has been a long‐time 

advocate for the cleanup effort. 

The Nuclear Fuel Services plant, which processed spent nuclear fuel rods to reclaim uranium for further 

use, operated from 1966 to 1972. However, the effort generated hundreds of thousands of gallons of 

nuclear wastes and left a contaminated main plant building. That structure awaits open air demolition 

later this year. 

A score of other buildings including the vitrification building — where liquid waste was turned into glass 

for future off‐site burial — have already been demolished and removed from the site. There are 275 

steel casks filled with radioactive glass stored in concrete containers that remain at the site. Efforts to 

construct a national nuclear waste repository over the past 40 years have generally stalled. 

Last year, Reed successfully led the reauthorization of the program for the first time in 35 years. That 

reauthorization delivered $75 million a year to the project and was signed by President Trump in 

December. 

“Supporting the West Valley Demonstration Project and its efforts to safely address nuclear waste in the 

region has long been a top priority of mine,” Reed said. “It is only fair to our local communities that the 

project receives all the resources it needs to carry out its mission,” he added. 

“The Department of Energy is proud of the progress that continues to be made at the West Valley 

Demonstration Project,” said Under Secretary for Science Paul Dabbar, who toured the site with Reed. 

“The health and safety of the people in Western New York remains a top priority for the Department 

and it is important that our country utilize the resources needed to advance our cleanup efforts,” 

Dabbar said. 
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Two cultural histories converge at Buffalo 
History Museum  
By MIKE DESMOND • AUG 10, 2020  

  
Mike Desmond / WBFO News  

On land once part of the Seneca Buffalo Creek Reservation, dancers, drummers and singers from the 
Haudenausaunee confederacy showed some of their cultural traditions and values on Sunday at the 
Buffalo History Museum. They were there as part of the United Nations International Day of World 
Indigenous Peoples and NuclearFree Future Day. 
 
Listen  
Listening... [https://cpa.ds.npr.org/wbfo/audio/2020/08/8-10nukeanniversary.mp3] 
1:11 
WBFO's Mike Desmond reports 
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The event marked the 75th anniversary of the nuclear bombing of the Japanese city of Nagasaki, one 
of two times the power of the atom was used in war. Museum Director Melissa Brown said the event 
is important to the cultural center. 
 
"We've been doing this for 12 years, hosting, but really Agnes Williams has been spearheading this 
and acknowledging International Indigenous Peoples Day, also acknowledging the anniversary of the 
bombings at Nagasaki and Hiroshima, which this year is the 75th anniversary," Brown said. 
 

  
Credit Mike Desmond / WBFO News 
 
Williams is a Seneca and a prominent figure in this area's American Indian community. She said 
Native peoples are involved because the nuclear age begins and ends with them.  
 
"The beginning of the Uranium mining in the Southwest. We have tailings and poisoning of a lot of 
the land there," Williams said. "On the end, the waste disposal and the issue we have here is West 
Valley, New York. In the next three months, without oversight, there's going to be huge emissions let 
loose, with the taking down the buildings." 
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Gaehnew Printup from the Tuscarora Beaver Clan explained why dance was used to commemorate 
the events. 
 

Credit Mike Desmond / WBFO News 
 
"I believe that song and dance was given to us by the Creator, so we do them for ceremonial 
purposes and also for entertainment purposes," Printup said. "So it's a big part of our culture, in a 
way that it's kind of intertwined with everything that we do in giving thanks in dancing." 
 
The event concluded with prayers from an array of religious traditions at nearby Mirror Lake, with 
Japanese lanterns floating in the lake.  
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Indigenous Women’s Initiatives, WNY Peace Center 
remember victims of nuclear bombings 
by ANNABETH COLLIS 
Intern 

 

 
Victoria Ross, director of the WNY Peace Center, said her motto is “money for living, not for dying.” 

The Indigenous Women’s Initiatives and the WNY Peace Center gifted the Buffalo History 
Museum last Thursday with photographs connected to the bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, in addition to a petition from the nuclear bombing survivors. 

This event took place outdoors at the Buffalo History Museum exactly 75 years after the 
bombing of Hiroshima, Japan. Through these gifts to the museum, the Japan Council 
against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs hopes to encourage activities for peace and the 
elimination of nuclear weapons. 

Melissa Brown, the executive director of the Buffalo History Museum, was present at the 
event, and the museum received this gift from the Hibakusha, the survivors of the 
bombings at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Accompanied by a petition to abolish nuclear weapons, the gifted photos depict the 
destruction and the injuries that followed the dropping of the atomic bombs in Japan. 

Agnes Williams, a member of the Indigenous Women’s Initiatives, also attended the 
event. Although the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were 75 years ago, the 
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processes involved in nuclear proliferation continue to harm indigenous communities 
today. 

 
Present at last week’s ceremony were, from left, Agnes Williams, Indigenous Women’s Initiatives; Victoria Ross, director of 

the WNY Peace Center; Jim Anderson, vice president for Citizen Action of New York; and Melissa Brown, executive director of 
the Buffalo History Museum. Photos by David F. Sherman 

“Indigenous people are at the beginning and the end of the nuclear chain: uranium 
mining and waste disposal,” Williams said. “We’ve been trying to stop uranium mining.” 

The Indigenous Women’s Initiatives is particularly interested in cleaning up the West 
Valley Nuclear Waste site in Cattaraugus County. 

“Our main concern here about West Valley is that it goes into the Cattaraugus, to our 
reservation, into Lake Erie, and then into the water intake for Erie County,” Williams 
said. “So everybody in Erie County is drinking irradiated water, and we’re trying to get a 
full cleanup at West Valley.” 

Indigenous communities in the area do not have the technology to clean up nuclear 
waste disposal sites. Even though these native communities do not have any choice or 
role in the waste disposal, they have to deal with the destructive consequences, 
including irradiated drinking water and breathable toxins. 

“We live along the [Cattaraugus] Creek, and we still eat the fish and the plants,” 
Williams said. “We don’t even have a grocery store on our reservations, so we’re still 
subsisting on irradiated wildlife.” 

Along with the Aug. 6 press conference at the Buffalo History Museum, the WNY Peace 
Center hosted a Japanese Lantern Ceremony at Lake Muir on Aug. 9, the International 
Day of the World’s Indigenous People. Although the day’s activities are typically held in-
person with food and performances, individuals participated virtually in the Peace 
Center’s events this year. 
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In addition to commemorating the lives lost to the nuclear bombings, this year’s lantern 
ceremony also honored COVID-19 victims and Black Lives Matter victims. 

“You see the international connection in this moment,” said Jim Anderson, vice president 
of Citizen Action of New York. “So what is the need? The need is for us to hear what the 
Hibakusha bear witness to: that these weapons are an act of insanity to use, and that 
we need not have them on the planet. All over the world, communities like ours are 
pushing back on governments who have spent more money on weapons of war and less 
on human needs.” 

Victoria Ross, executive director of the WNY Peace Center, echoed similar sentiments 
about government spending, sharing her phrase and motto, “money for living, not for 
dying.” 

“Everybody is suffering from nuclear uranium mining and the waste,” Williams said. “And 
they still don’t know how to contain nuclear waste. It’s going to be here long after we’re 
gone. That’s the problem.” 

When discussing the past and present history of nuclear proliferation, Anderson 
emphasized that nuclear bombs have been used as weapons of bullying and 
intimidation. While this has been a trend for much of history, Anderson is hopeful for the 
future. 

“The UN talks about a culture of peace. That’s what we should be working towards,” 
Anderson said. “The world is getting smarter. There’s a more youthful wing bringing the 
new knowledge, the new energy, the new demands. They want a world that works for all 
of us, at home and abroad.” 

Even with all of the progress that has been made during the past 75 years, local 
activists recognize that there is still urgency to their activism, and there is still more 
work to do. 

“We’ve gotta change this,” Anderson said. “From the block of our local streets to the 
blocks of the international streets. And we’re gonna get there.” 
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West Valley Safely Demolishes Sixth Ancillary Facility Surrounding 

Main Plant  

 

Workers start the demolition of the Utility Room building at the West Valley Demonstration Project,  
which is one of seven ancillary support buildings being demolished at the site. 
 

WEST VALLEY, N.Y. – Crews recently demolished the 6,955 square foot Utility Room building (UR) at the West 
Valley Demonstration Project. Built in 1964, the UR was used to produce and distribute various utilities required for 
Main Plant processes. This is the sixth of seven Main Plant support structures demolished, and brings EM’s total 
number of structures removed at West Valley to 67. 

The UR was constructed with a steel frame, concrete block, and masonry exterior. The single story building 
measures 79 feet wide, 88 feet long and 23 feet high.  

DOE WVDP Director Bryan Bower commended the team for its work. 



 

 
 

2 of 2 

“The landscape and footprint around the Main Plant has been changed forever, and is a sign of the ongoing 
progress here.” 

John Rendall, president of CH2M HILL BWXT West Valley (CHBWV), EM’s cleanup contractor, said employees 
continue to perform work safely while adhering to COVID-19 protocols. 

“Our team continues to complete demolition work at the site in a safe and environmentally-sound manner.” 

-Contributor: Joseph Pillittere 

 



 

 
 

1 of 2 

Ashford board hears updates at West Valley Demonstration 

Project 

Max Borsuk  
Editor  

 

New President and General Manager John Rendall and Deputy General Manager Kelly Wooley at CH2M HILL 

BWXT West Valley, LLC were introduced at the Aug. 12 Ashford Town Board meeting and gave updates on recent 

progress at the West Valley Demonstration Project.  

Rendall has previously served as CHBWV vice president and deputy general manager and has taken over the 

president’s position from Scott Anderson. Wooley previously worked as Vice President, Safety, Health, Security and 

Quality Program at CH2MHill Plateau Remediation Company and will assist Rendall in supporting and implementing the 

overall project functions of the CHBWV contract.  

Rendall reported progress continues to be made at the WVDP site. Work at the site has started to ramp up after 

doing mainly mission critical essential activities in March due to COVID‐19. Through the increase in work, social 

distancing guidelines and safety procedures are being followed by employees. By the end of August or beginning of 

September, Rendall reported crews are looking to get back into the main plant to continue deactivation activities.  

In other board news:  

– The board authorized the town justice to submit an application to the Unified Court System for a grant under 

the Justice Courts Assistance Program.  

– Supervisor John Pfeffer reported no dumping signs have been installed on Beech Tree Road as a reminder to 

people who have been abusing the area.  

The next Town of Ashford board meeting will be Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ashford Community 

Center, 9377 Route 240, in West Valley. 
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Another structure demolished at West Valley 
Demonstration Project 

By Olean Times Herald staff  

WEST VALLEY — Crews recently demolished the 7,000‐squarefoot utility room building 

at the West Valley Demonstration Project.  

Built in 1964, the utility room was used to produce and distribute various utilities 

required for Main Plant processes. This is the sixth of seven Main Plant support structures 

demolished, and brings EM’s total number of structures removed at West Valley to 67, said 

spokesman Joseph Pillittere.  

The utility room was constructed with a steel frame, concrete block, and masonry 

exterior. The single story building measures 79 feet wide, 88 feet long and 23 feet high.  

Bryan Bower, Department of Energy WVDP director, commended the team for its work.  

“The landscape and footprint around the Main Plant has been changed forever, and is a 

sign of the ongoing progress here,” Bower said.  

WVDP officials hope to begin open air demolition of the Main Plant this year.  

John Rendall, president of CH2M HILL BWXT, West Valley cleanup contractor, said 

employees continue to perform work safely while adhering to COVID‐19 protocols.  

“Our team continues to complete demolition work at the site in a safe and 

environmentally‐sound manner,” Rendall said. 
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Another structure demolished at West Valley 
Demonstration Project 
 

WEST VALLEY — Crews recently demolished the 7,000-square-foot utility room building at the West 

Valley Demonstration Project. 

Built in 1964, the utility room was used to produce and distribute various utilities required for Main 

Plant processes. This is the sixth of seven Main Plant support structures demolished, and brings 

EM’s total number of structures removed at West Valley to 67, said spokesman Joseph Pillittere. 

The utility room was constructed with a steel frame, concrete block, and masonry exterior. The single 

story building measures 79 feet wide, 88 feet long and 23 feet high. 

Bryan Bower, Department of Energy WVDP director, commended the team for its work. 

“The landscape and footprint around the Main Plant has been changed forever, and is a sign of the 

ongoing progress here,” Bower said. 

WVDP officials hope to begin open air demolition of the Main Plant this year. 

John Rendall, president of CH2M HILL BWXT, West Valley cleanup contractor, said employees 

continue to perform work safely while adhering to COVID-19 protocols. 

“Our team continues to complete demolition work at the site in a safe and environmentally-sound 

manner,” Rendall said. 
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Workers replace lifting equipment for future 
demolition activities 

 
A Facility Disposition crew at EM’s West Valley Demonstration Project replaced the hoist in 

the Equipment Decontamination Room during essential mission-critical operations. This was the 
first work activity that involved both COVID-19 protocols and radiological personal protective 
equipment; and is associated with the future demolition of the Main Plant Process Building – an 
EM2020 Priority. The site is currently in Phase 2 of its Work Resumption Plan. 

 
“This is a good example of what can be accomplished when issues are discussed and ideas are 

shared,” said Dale Macklem. “Open communication allows employees and supervisors to be more 
engaged, and understand that what they do matters in our future success.” 

 
Employees openly discussed their questions and concerns with supervisors and senior staff 

in a collaborative and inclusive manner that resulted in an agreed upon approach in donning and 
doffing personal protective equipment (PPE) safely for this particular work activity. Lessons learned 
from this work activity, which combined COVID19 protocols and protection, along with work-
related PPE, will be applied to future cleanup work at the site. 

 
DOE WVDP Safety and Site Programs Team Leader Jennifer Dundas, commended the team 

for their pre-job briefing and work. 
 
“Encouraging employees to speak freely when confronting an issue or challenge is the best 

way to solve a problem. It fosters the sharing of ideas and allows everyone an opportunity to be part 
of the solution. In the end, their agreed upon solution helped them to safely complete this work 
activity.” 

 
Creating an open environment helps an organization improve job satisfaction, reduces stress, 

and increase mutual respect throughout the organization with the outcome of creating a more 
productive work environment and a positive workplace. 

 
After donning PPE and adhering to COVID-19 protocols, the crew successfully installed the 

new hoist in the EDR. The important lessons learned from this work activity were refocusing on 
safety, being aware of changing conditions and new protocols, and getting reacquainted 
with procedures, work packages, radiation work permits, etc.  

 
The new hoist will be used to move an aerial lift into the Chemical Process Cell, and move 

boxes and drums filled with General Purpose Cell waste. 
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Workers install a new hoist in the Equipment Decontamination that will be used for 
moving waste boxes and drums when the site returns to full operations; and crews 
resume deactivation work inside a former reprocessing cell there. 
Contributed photos 
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Allegany County attorney Ross Scott running for 
148th Assembly seat  
By Rick Miller 

INDEENDENCE — W. Ross Scott had thought of running for the New York State Assembly, but not this year. 

Democrats in the 148th Assembly District had already nominated Great Valley Supervisor Daniel Brown to run 
against Assemblyman Joseph Giglio, R-Gowanda. 

However Brown, who ran unsuccessfully in 2012, decided against a new run and declined the nomination. The 
committee to fill vacancies nominated Scott to run on the line. 

Scott, an attorney who specializes in environmental and property rights cases, previously ran for Allegany 
County district attorney against then-incumbent Terrence Parker in 2009. Parker won the race. 

Scott, 80, is a member of the Allegany County Democratic Committee, the New York State Democratic 
Committee and and alternate delegate to the Eighth Judicial District Nominating Committee. Scott was 
recruited by the chairmen of the Cattaraugus and Allegany Democratic chairmen after Brown dropped out. 

“I’d always wanted to run,” Scott told the Times Herald. “I wasn’t planning to run this year.” 

How do you campaign during a pandemic? Scott said he is largely planning to campaign electronically. 

“I’m planning a website, a Facebook page and a podcast” to inform voters about the Assembly election,” he 
noted. 

Scott said major issues he would advocate for in the Assembly include protecting the environment, property 
rights and having a well-run government. He also vows to amend the Highway Law to make it clear that all 
town roads in the state are not “three-rod roads,” 49-feet wide. 

Scott and his wife Gudrun moved to Allegany County from Seattle in 1968. He had been a systems programmer 
at the University of Washington. They were driving through Wellsville when he spotted political signs in a 
Main Street storefront. Looking for inexpensive property, he and his wife and purchased a farm in the town of 
Independence which “has been home base ever since.” 

There was little work in the Wellsville area, so Scott headed to Boston for six months. He returned home and 
worked as an independent contractor. 

“I had the first modem in Western New York,” he said. 

As a software developer, he worked for Graphic Controls in Buffalo as their chief programmer. 
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He graduated from the University at Buffalo Law School in 1997. He currently operated the Ross Scott Law 
Firm out of his home. 

He moved to Washington, D.C. in 1980 where he worked for the U.S. Department of Energy. He helped then-
Rep. Stan Lundine of Jamestown write the West Valley Demonstration Project Act which got the U.S. 
government involved in the cleanup of the Cattaraugus County plant where spent nuclear fuel had been 
reclaimed. 

Later he worked at a Washington think tank until he and his wife moved back to their farm in Allegany County 
in 1992. He also worked as an engineer at Morrison-Knudsen in Wellsville. 

Scott’s fascination with politics stemmed from when his policeman father would take him to political gatherings 
in Seattle. His father was a chauffeur for the city’s mayor. He recalls stuffing envelopes for Richard Nixon 
against John F. Kennedy in 1960. His politics changed as he grew older and Scott ran as an alternate delegate 
for Eugene McCarthy in the anti-war days of 1968. 
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Allegany County native Ross Scott running for Assembly 
 

   
Assembly candidate W. Ross Scott addresses the crowd at the Allegany County Democratic Committee’s Election 

Headquarters Thursday night in Wellsville. [Chris Potter/The Spectator photo]  

 

By Chris Potter  

 
Attorney, nuclear expert challenging Joe Giglio in 148th District 

WELLSVILLE — US Army veteran, nuclear expert, lawyer ... W. Ross Scott is hoping to add one more title to his 

varied resume. 

New York State Assemblyman. 

Scott, a Democrat, is challenging incumbent Joe Giglio (R-Gowanda) for the Assembly seat in the 148th District, 

which covers all of Allegany and Cattaraugus counties, as well as the towns of Greenwood, Jasper, Troupsburg and 

West Union in the southwestern corner of Steuben County. 

Scott was recruited to run by Allegany County Democratic Committee Chairman Mike McCormick after another 

candidate decided not to seek office. Scott acknowledged his campaign got off to a late start, but promised the party 

he will “make a valiant effort” during remarks delivered Thursday night as the Allegany County Democratic 

Committee cut the ribbon on its new 2020 Election Headquarters on Main Street Wellsville. 

“I’ll do my best if I get in. I’ll make the people proud of me,” Scott said. 

Scott has been an attorney in Allegany County for 23 years and has resided in the county for the last 52 years. He 

currently lives outside Whitesville. Scott’s law practice has focused on property rights, the environment and 

controlling government abuses. He has successfully argued cases against National Fuel, was part of the “Bump the 
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Dump” fight to keep nuclear waste out of Allegany County, and was part of a team of lawyers that argued against 

fracking in New York state. 

“I do think (fracking) should take place, but at some time in the future when it makes sense. It doesn’t make sense 

now,” Scott said. “There’s not enough understanding of how to protect against catastrophes. Everything in its time.” 

If elected, Scott said he would focus on some “problems not even being looked at” in Albany, such as the state’s 

nuclear reactors. He said the industry is constantly asking for relaxation of standards and the requests are approved 

without adequate review. 

“I’m quite concerned about that,” Scott said. “If I get to Albany I’ll do everything I can to make sure the state is 

paying careful attention and reviewing.” 

Scott served as the state’s nuclear expert during the shutdown of the West Valley nuclear fuel reprocessing plant. 

He studied engineering, mathematics and physics at the University of Washington before later moving into law. 

“I want to continue applying that knowledge if I get into the Assembly,” he said. 

Scott, the son of a career police officer, served in the US Army Security Agency during the Berlin Crisis of 1961-62. 

He is also running on adequate funding for police agencies. Other priorities include increasing access to internet 

across the district, and ending telephone and email spam. 

In all matters, Scott said Albany must recognize upstate New York has its own identity and needs. 

“Don’t treat us just like every other county in the state,” Scott said. “One of the problems with Albany is these 

western counties are treated as if we are just another borough out of New York City.” 

Scott has been primarily conducting his campaign online due to COVID-19. He can be reached at 

Ross.Scott.for.Assembly@gmail.com 

Giglio, the Republican incumbent, has served in the Assembly since 2005. 
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Allegany County Democrats open campaign headquarters 

   

By Olean Times Herald staff 

WELLSVILLE — Wind, rain and construction barricades couldn’t keep the Allegany County Democratic 
Committee from officially opening its 2020 election headquarters last week. 

ACDC Chair Michael McCormick welcomed guests, saying “this headquarters in beautiful historic downtown 
Wellsville will serve us and the electorate well as we head into this incredibly important election. Our goal is 
100% turnout among registered Democratic voters.” 

County Democrats are on the ballot in several town and village contests. McCormick specifically mentioned the 
Democratic candidate for the area’s Assembly seat, Ross Scott, and the Democratic candidate for the state 
Senate seat, Frank Puglisi. 

Scott, for more than 20 years, he has been a country lawyer dealing mostly with the lives, rights and problems 
of rural people. For the preceding 30 years, he had a career as a software engineer, communications engineer 
and high-technology consultant at all levels of government in areas of energy, environment, national security 
and foreign affairs. 

Scott named specific areas of focus for his campaign to unseat Assemblyman Joseph Giglio, R-Gowanda. He 
advocates maintaining strict standards for storage and disposal of nuclear waste at the state’s three power plants 
and at the West Valley Demonstration Project. 
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And his scientific background in epidemiology informs his position on the state’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. He welcomes inquiries from voters by phone at 607-478-8000 or by email at 
Ross.Scott.for.Assembly@gmail.com 

The Democratic candidate for the state’s 23rd Congressional District, Tracy Mitrano, was introduced next. 
McCormick called her the “greatest candidate. She ran a beautiful campaign in 2018 and polling shows Tracy 
has an exceptionally good chance to win her election.” 

Mitrano thanked the people of Wellsville and Allegany County who have supported her campaigns against the 
Republican incumbent, Rep. Tom Reed. 

“In August of 2017, I predicted it would take two cycles to win this congressional seat,” she said. “Allegany 
County has been helping right at the forefront. You’re an amazing community. I am grateful for every moment, 
every dollar, and every ounce of sweat you’ve given to this effort.” 

She mentioned polling showing voter preference for presidential candidate Joe Biden is neck and neck with 
Trump in the district, far different from the 15-point Republican advantage in 2016. 

“This shows how Trump’s utter incompetence to establish a federal plan to get out ahead of this virus has 
played out, among his other failures,” Mitrano said. “My opponent is Donald Trump’s honorary reelection 
campaign chair for New York state. Do I need to explain any further about the connection of these two peas in a 
pod?” 

The Alegany County Democratic election headquarters is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. each day at 94 N. Main St. The 
phone number is (585) 610-4321, find them on Fcaebook and Twitter or email  
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West Valley Prepares for Major Facility Demolition 

 
Using a mobile crane, workers install a long-reach arm on a new fork truck for use in waste operations for the future 
demolition of the Main Plant Process Building at EM's West Valley Demonstration Project. 

 
WEST VALLEY, N.Y. – The West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) has obtained a fork truck capable of lifting 
more than 90,000 pounds for waste removal in the future demolition of the Main Plant Process Building (MPPB) — 
an EM 2020 priority. 
 
“Safe and successful operations begin with safety, extensive planning, and the right equipment,” said Stephen 
Bousquet, EM WVDP deputy facility project director for the MPPB demolition. “This paves the way for the future 
demolition of the Main Plant Process Building.” 
 
The fork truck was delivered to the site on three separate tractor-trailers. Workers used a mobile crane to assemble 
it. 
 
“This fork truck is a versatile machine capable of lifting and stacking heavy box containers and loading railcars or 
tractor-trailers, and has a long reach for safe distancing” said Scott Chase, facility disposition operations manager 
for EM WVDP cleanup contractor CH2M HILL BWXT West Valley. “This fork truck will provide flexibility for safe, 
efficient, and successful waste operations during demolition activities.” 
 
The five-story, 350,000-square-foot MPPB was constructed in the 1960s as a commercial reprocessing facility to 
recover reusable plutonium and uranium from spent nuclear reactor fuel. It operated from 1966 to 1972. 
 
-Contributor: Joseph Pillittere 
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New CEO Hire Enables Noah Technologies Chemicals Corp 
to be the Premier Customer-Centric Company 
Noah Technologies announced the appointment of Jamie Hong as Chief Executive Officer, effective September 1st, 2020. Mr. Hong 
most recently served as Digital Supply Chain Operations Leader at Ernst & Young. 

 
Jamie Hong 

I am excited to join this experienced and tenured team and help lead it into its next 40-year evolution. 

 

SAN ANTONIO (PRWEB) SEPTEMBER 09, 2020  
As CEO of Noah Technologies, Mr. Hong’s objectives are to capitalize on the company’s existing 
relationships with world-class chemical clients by emphasizing scientific problem solving, outstanding 
quality, and exceptional customer service. Owner Sonya Blumenthal commented on her excitement 
about Mr. Hong’s appointment to CEO. “Jamie brings the right experience and skillset to take Noah 
Technologies to the next level of innovation, quality and sustainable solutions. We look forward to 
having Mr. Hong build on our 40+ year foundation for the next 40+ years!” 
 
Mr. Hong's 20+ years of experience prior to Noah Technologies set him up to not only be the perfect 
match for the company’s current focus and vision, but to also contribute to the next several 
generations of growth. Mr. Hong has held positions and managed P&L at executive levels with relevant 
organizations such as Novartis and Merck & Co. Inc. As a consultant at Ernst & Young, Mr. Hong 
advised and executed critical projects for top Fortune 100 companies. Furthermore, Mr. Hong holds a 
versed background in technology sales and technology transformation working with some of the 
largest Fortune 1000’s on their cloud transformations as an executive at Rackspace Technology. Mr. 
Hong is an active Operational Excellence practitioner and certified Lean Six Sigma Master Black Belt 
and TPS. He is highly skilled at turnarounds as he deeply focuses on institutionalizing change in various 
diverse environments, executing multifaceted global business development milestones, gross revenue 
and EBITDA. “It is an honor to join Noah Technologies here in San Antonio, TX." Stated Hong, "This 
organization has developed as a chemical leader in the emerging technologies and custom chemical 
space. I am excited to join this experienced and tenured team and help lead it into its next 40-year 
evolution” 
 
Noah Technologies has embarked on a modernization, digital transformation and scaling to handle 
accelerated custom growth. Mr. Hong will be a critical leader in guiding Noah Technologies through 
their transformational journey.  
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About Noah Technologies: 
 
Noah Technologies Chemicals Corp. is a women-owned manufacturer of high-purity and high-
technology chemicals for research and production. Originally established in 1978 in Farmingdale, NY, 
the company moved to San Antonio, TX in 1985 to expand its manufacturing capabilities and product 
portfolio. More than 40 years later, Noah Technologies has become the leader in creating custom 
chemical products used in emerging technologies. 
 
Noah Technologies has been a key partner in emerging environmentally beneficial technologies 
throughout its 43-year history. From the beginnings of vitrification technology in the disposal of nuclear 
waste at the West Valley Demonstration Project, to the modern-day use of synthetic zeolites to 
selectively capture radioactive cesium at the Fukushima power plant, Noah Technologies has been at 
the forefront of tackling major environmental endeavors. Noah Technologies is dedicated to helping 
solve the global water crisis and has even recently begun the development of a new technology that 
can provide drinking water from air.  
 
Media Inquiries:  
Logan Blumenthal  
Chief of Staff  
lblumenthal@noathtech.com  
210.862.2004 
 



 
 

1 of 2 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

STATE OF NEW YORK NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION  
Division of Materials Management  
625 Broadway,  
Albany, New York 12233‐7256  
Phone: (518) 402‐8651  
Fax: (518) 402‐9024  
EPA ID No. NYD980779540  
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CLOSURE PLAN  

0The United States Department of Energy (DOE) as operator of the West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) has 

notified the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) of its intention to commence final 

closure of the Analytical and Process Chemistry (A&PC) Hot Cells at the WVDP facility in West Valley, NY 14171‐ 9799. 

The A&PC Hot Cells are one of several hazardous waste management (HMW) units at the WVDP facility that requires 

closure under Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations (6 NYCRR) Part 373. The DOE maintains a closure 

plan for each HWM unit as stipulated in §373‐1.2(b) and §373‐3.7. The A&PC Hot Cells closure plan (Doc. ID Number 

WVDP‐447, Rev. 2, dated 12/22/14) was revised in response to Department comments and resubmitted on April 23, 

2020 for Department review and approval. The Department has tentatively determined that the revised closure plan is 

consistent with the regulatory requirements for the closure of hazardous/ mixed waste container storage and treatment 

areas in the analytical and process chemistry hot cells and, as such, can be approved. The intention of this public notice 

is to solicit comment from the public on the A&PC Hot Cells closure plan.  

The revised A&PC Hot Cells closure plan (Doc. ID Number WVDP‐447, Rev. 3, dated 04/20/20) includes the total removal 

of the A&PC Hot Cells 1 through 5 as a hazardous/mixed waste container storage and treatment unit during above 

ground Main Plant Process Building (MPPB) demolition. All A&PC Hot Cell demolition debris will be packaged and 

dispositioned for off‐site disposal. DOE has stated within their closure plan that no spills or releases of hazardous / 

mixed waste to the environment have occurred from these HWM units.  

State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) status: The closure activities will be performed by complete removal and off‐

site disposal of the A&PC Hot Cells. Closure of the A&PC Hot Cells by removal would not typically result in significant 

changes to the surrounding areas of the WVDP facility and is a Type II action which is not subject to SEQR.  

State regulation requires that the public be given thirty (30) days to provide written comments on this draft closure plan. 

The public comment period begins on 09/10/20 and will extend through 10/26/20. Copies of the closure plan may be 

obtained by contacting either Mr. Patrick Concannon, Engineering Geologist, at NYSDEC Region 9, Division of Materials 

Management, 270 Michigan Ave., Buffalo, NY 14203 [Telephone Number: (716) 851‐7220; email: 

Patrick.Concannon@dec.ny.gov] or Mrs. Lynn Winterberger, Chief, RCRA Permitting Section at NYSDEC, Central Office, 
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Division of Materials Management, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233‐7256 [Telephone Number: (518) 402‐9267]. 

Comments on the closure plan must be sent no later than 10/26/20 to:  

Mrs. Lynn Winterberger, P.E.  
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
Division of Materials Management Bureau of Hazardous Waste & Radiation Management  
RCRA Permitting Section  
625 Broadway  
Albany, New York 12233‐7256  
Lynn.Winterberger@dec.ny.gov  
 

All comments will be considered and evaluated in making the final determination for approving the closure plan. Prior to 

the approval of the closure plan the Department will respond to any comments submitted by the public. The 

Department will approve, modify or disapprove the draft closure plan based on the information received during the 

comment period and public hearing, if required. A notice of the final decision will be sent to each interested citizen or 

organization who submitted written comments or have requested such notice. 
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Legals 

STATE OF NEW YORK NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION  
Division of Materials Management  
625 Broadway,  
Albany, New York 12233‐7256  
Phone: (518) 402‐ 8651 Fax: (518) 402‐9024  
EPA ID No. NYD980779540  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CLOSURE PLAN  

The United States Department of Energy (DOE) as operator of the West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) has 

notified the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) of its intention to commence final 

closure of the Analytical and Process Chemistry (A&PC) Hot Cells at the WVDP facility in West Valley, NY 14171‐9799. 

The A&PC Hot Cells are one of several hazardous waste management (HMW) units at the WVDP facility that requires 

closure under Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations (6 NYCRR) Part 373. The DOE maintains a closure 

plan for each HWM unit as stipulated in §373‐1.2(b) and §373‐3.7. The A&PC Hot Cells closure plan (Doc. ID Number 

WVDP447, Rev. 2, dated 12/22/14) was revised in response to Department comments and resubmitted on April 23, 2020 

for Department review and approval. The Department has tentatively determined that the revised closure plan is 

consistent with the regulatory requirements for the closure of hazardous/mixed waste container storage and treatment 

areas in the analytical and process chemistry hot cells and, as such, can be approved. The intention of this public notice 

is to solicit comment from the public on the A&PC Hot Cells closure plan.  

The revised A&PC Hot Cells closure plan (Doc. ID Number WVDP‐447, Rev. 3, dated 04/20/20) includes the total removal 

of the A&PC Hot Cells 1 through 5 as a hazardous/mixed waste container storage and treatment unit during above 

ground Main Plant Process Building (MPPB) demolition. All A&PC Hot Cell demolition debris will be packaged and 

dispositioned for off‐site disposal. DOE has stated within their closure plan that no spills or releases of hazardous/mixed 

waste to the environment have occurred from these HWM units. State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) status: The 

closure activities will be performed by complete removal and off‐site disposal of the A&PC Hot Cells. Closure of the 

A&PC Hot Cells by removal would not typically result in significant changes to the surrounding areas of the WVDP facility 

and is a Type II action which is not subject to SEQR.  

State regulation requires that the public be given thirty (30) days to provide written comments on this draft closure plan. 

The public comment period begins on 09/10/20 and will extend through 10/26/20. 

Copies of the closure plan may be obtained by contacting either Mr. Patrick Concannon, Engineering Geologist, at 

NYSDEC Region 9, Division of Materials Management, 270 Michigan Ave., Buffalo, NY 14203 [Telephone Number: (716) 

851‐ 7220; email: Patrick.Concannon@dec.ny.gov] or Mrs. Lynn Winterberger, Chief, RCRA Permitting Section at 

NYSDEC, Central Office, Division of Materials Management, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233‐7256 [Tele12233‐7256 

[Telephone Number: (518) 402‐9267]. Comments on the closure plan must be sent no later than 10/26/20 to:  

Mrs. Lynn Winterberger, P.E. 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
Division of Materials Management 
Bureau of Hazardous Waste & Radiation Management  
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RCRA Permitting Section 
625 Broadway 
Albany, New York 12233‐ 7256 
Lynn.Winterberger@dec.ny. gov  
 

All comments will be considered and evaluated in making the final determination for approving the closure plan. Prior to 

the approval of the closure plan the Department will respond to any comments submitted by the public. The 

Department will approve, modify or disapprove the draft closure plan based on the information received during the 

comment period and public hearing, if required. A notice of the final decision will be sent to each interested citizen or 

organization who submitted written comments or have requested such notice. 
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NYSERDA opens archery deer hunting at the Western New York 

Nuclear Service Center 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority will offer its annual deer hunting program at 

the Western New York Nuclear Service Center in the Town of Ashford Oct. 1 through Nov. 20. Approximately 1,500 acres 

will be open for hunting; participants must register for archery hunting online. Scouting will be available Sept. 19, 23 and 

26; participants must register online for scouting. Crossbows will be allowed the last two weeks of archery season (Nov. 

7 through 20).  

NYSERDA’s program is open to anyone with a valid 2020‐21 New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation Big Game or Sportsman License, and allows up to 10 hunters per area per day to hunt each scheduled day 

on a first‐come, first‐served basis. Hunters must complete an online West Valley Deer Hunting Application to participate 

in this year’s program from NYSERDA's West Valley deer hunting website.  

Hunters must complete an application to participate in NYSERDA’s program; preapproval is mandatory. As per 

DEC regulations, licensed junior bowhunters (aged 12‐13) must be accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or “youth 

mentor" who is at least 21 years of age. Junior Hunters (aged 14‐15) must be accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or 

person 18 years or older. No minors under age 12 will be allowed in the field. For additional information regarding this 

program, visit NYSERDA’s West Valley deer hunting website NY or contact the Deer Hunting Coordinator Alita Dueringer 

at 942‐9960, ext. 4990. 

 

Legal Ads 
STATE OF NEW YORK NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

Division of Materials Management 
625 Broadway, 

Albany, New York 12233‐7256 
Phone: (518) 402‐8651 
Fax: (518) 402‐9024 

EPA ID No. NYD980779540 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CLOSURE PLAN 

The United States Department of Energy (DOE) as operator of the West Valley Demonstration Project (WVDP) 

has notified the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (Department) of its intention to commence 

final closure of the Analytical and Process Chemistry (A&PC) Hot Cells at the WVDP facility in West Valley, NY 14171‐ 

9799. The A&PC Hot Cells are one of several hazardous waste management (HMW) units at the WVDP facility that 

requires closure under Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations (6 NYCRR) Part 373. The DOE maintains a 

closure plan for each HWM unit as stipulated in §373‐1.2(b) and §373‐3.7. The A&PC Hot Cells closure plan (Doc. ID 
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Number WVDP‐447, Rev. 2, dated 12/22/14) was revised in response to Department comments and resubmitted on 

April 23, 2020 for Department review and approval. The Department has tentatively determined that the revised closure 

plan is consistent with the regulatory requirements for the closure of hazardous/mixed waste container storage and 

treatment areas in the analytical and process chemistry hot cells and, as such, can be approved. The intention of this 

public notice is to solicit comment from the public on the A&PC Hot Cells closure plan.  

The revised A&PC Hot Cells closure plan (Doc. ID Number WVDP‐447, Rev. 3, dated 04/20/20) includes the total 

removal of the A&PC Hot Cells 1 through 5 as a hazardous/mixed waste container storage and treatment unit during 

above ground Main Plant Process Building (MPPB) demolition. All A&PC Hot Cell demolition debris will be packaged and 

dispositioned for off‐site disposal. DOE has stated within their closure plan that no spills or releases of hazardous/ mixed 

waste to the environment have occurred from these HWM units.  

State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) status: The closure activities will be performed by complete removal 

and offsite disposal of the A&PC Hot Cells. Closure of the A&PC Hot Cells by removal would not typically result in 

significant changes to the surrounding areas of the WVDP facility and is a Type II action which is not subject to SEQR.  

State regulation requires that the public be given thirty (30) days to provide written comments on this draft 

closure plan. The public comment period begins on 09/10/20 and will extend through 10/26/20. Copies of the closure 

plan may be obtained by contacting either Mr. Patrick Concannon, Engineering Geologist, at NYSDEC Region 9, Division 

of Materials Management, 270 Michigan Ave., Buffalo, NY 14203 [Telephone Number: (716) 851‐7220; email: 

Patrick.Concannon@dec.ny.gov] or Mrs. Lynn Winterberger, Chief, RCRA Permitting Section at NYSDEC, Central Office, 

Division of Materials Management, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233‐7256 [Telephone Number: (518) 402‐9267]. 

Comments on the closure plan must be sent no later than 10/26/20 to:  

Mrs. Lynn Winterberger, P.E.  
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  
Division of Materials Management  
Bureau of Hazardous Waste & Radiation Management  
RCRA Permitting Section  
625 Broadway Albany,  
New York 12233‐7256  
Lynn.Winterberger@dec.ny.gov  
 

All comments will be considered and evaluated in making the final determination for approving the closure plan. 

Prior to the approval of the closure plan the Department will respond to any comments submitted by the public. The 

Department will approve, modify or disapprove the draft closure plan based on the information received during the 

comment period and public hearing, if required. A notice of the final decision will be sent to each interested citizen or 

organization who submitted written comments or have requested such notice. #29 
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Ashford board adopts 2021 preliminary budget 

Max Borsuk  
Editor  
 

The Ashford Town Board, at its Sept. 9 meeting, adopted the 2021 tentative budget as the 2021 preliminary 

budget. Budget Officer William King presented the tentative budget to the board members and answered questions 

before being adopted as preliminary.  

Total appropriations for the 2021 budget are $1,966,060, a decrease from the 2020 budget of $1,990,101. The 

tax levy for the 2021 budget would be $445,360, a $10,000 increase from last year. But while the tax levy is increasing, 

King said the total taxable line has increased from last year, which will help offset the $10,000 tax levy increase, with 

residents likely only seeing a slight increase.  

King also read a letter regarding the annual payment in lieu of taxes. The town has been allocated additional 

PILOT funds in the past and King urged the board to continue pushing to keep these additional funds to help the town 

and the residents.  

“Senator [Cathy] Young said it like it is. If the intent of this supplement is only for one year and not annually, we 

have not gained a great deal of comfort. A lot of hard work has been put forth to get this state to recognize that the 

effect of their choice to take a large part of the Town of Ashford for the [West Valley] Demonstration Project has also 

put a large strain on the local taxpayers,” King said in the letter. “The State Legislators must realize that one time 

supplement will not ease our continued strain and this supplement must be an annual payment added to our existing 

PILOT and with future adjustments anticipated.”  

The board is looking into the best ways for hosting a public hearing for the 2021 budget, with King suggesting it 

to be held at the next board meeting on Oct. 14.  

In other board news:  

– The board discussed possible options for a Halloween curfew and a decision will be made at the next board 

meeting.  

– The board received a letter requesting a speed study on a section of Route 219 from around north of the Town 

of Ellicottville border to the existing 45 MPH point.  

The next Ashford Town Board meeting will be Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the Ashford Community 

Center, located at 9377 Route 240, in West Valley. 
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Public‐Private Panel Serves Up ‘Hot Topics’ 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – EM and its stakeholder and industry partners have responded to COVID-19-related 
challenges that few if any could have foreseen just six months ago, according to participants at the National 
Cleanup Workshop. 

Betsy Connell, EM’s Associate Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Regulatory and Policy Affairs, and Dae 
Chung, Associate Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Corporate Services, provided the federal perspective on 
a panel devoted to EM “hot topics,” including the pandemic response that was activated just shortly after the 
cleanup industry’s last major gathering, the Waste Management Symposia held in early March in Phoenix. Likewise, 
industry and community panelists talked about what’s on their plates in light of the current operating environment. 

Chung said the pandemic has prompted EM to respond creatively and cooperatively while maintaining safety and 
following COVID-19 guidelines. 

“While it’s not ideal, what we are seeing is innovation — creative solution-making by working together,” Chung said. 
“I think this environment has forced us to work with better collaboration.” 

 

 Dae Chung, EM Associate Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Corporate Services 

 

Karen Wiemelt, senior vice president and general manager of Jacobs, said she was surprised by how quickly the 
industry adapted to teleworking. 

“I actually think in some respects we’ve been able to reach a lot more people through videos, involving more people 
than we normally would have,” she said. 

Mark Whitney, executive vice president and general manager of Amentum, offered, “The projects also were able to 
take advantage of the different environment — things like implementing backlog reductions, as well as instituting 
improvement initiatives that could be completed remotely.” 
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Rick McLeod, CEO of the Savannah River Site Community Reuse Organization, said he worried, however, about 
impacts of increased telework on commercial real estate near EM sites. He also wondered how many retirements 
might be forthcoming due to the relative strength of retirement investments, asking rhetorically: “How many 
(workers) are going to come back?” 

Looking forward, panelists offered predictions on issues likely to be topics of discussion at next year’s National 
Cleanup Workshop. 

“We’re at an inflection point with respect to the startup of the three processing facilities and we’ve made the point 
about progress on tank waste, which is our largest component of environmental liability,” Connell replied. “But also 
there is the high-level waste interpretation — dispositioning tank waste by characteristic rather than where it came 
from.” 

Chung said he is looking forward to startup of the Integrated Waste Treatment Unit (IWTU) at the Idaho Site, as well 
as operations that will be underway at the Salt Waste Processing Facility (SWPF) at the Savannah River Site. 
Whitney said with the SWPF coming online soon, “more tanks are going to be emptied faster, and that’s going to 
give us more breathing space and allow EM to move forward with tank closures quickly.” 

Whitney and his colleagues touched on a number of other ongoing and upcoming projects, including at Oak Ridge 
and Hanford — notably the latter’s Direct-Feed Low-Activity Waste (DFLAW) construction project turnover to 
commissioning. 

 

Betsy Connell, EM Associate Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Regulatory and Policy Affairs 

 

Connell named potential site closures in the years ahead, including possibly completing uranium mill tailing transfers 
at the Moab Site and the legacy cleanup at the Nevada National Security Site, along with other items in the EM 
Strategic Vision. And she announced that nine of the 10 current building demolitions at the Energy Technology 
Engineering Center in California are now completed. 
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“I’m also excited about being able to get started with the first GDP (Gaseous Diffusion Plant) process building 
demolition at Portsmouth next year,” Chung added. “Also, I should mention at West Valley, I think we will get the 
Main Plant Process Building demo started up hopefully early next year.” 

Greg Meyer, senior vice president of Fluor, identified other milestone opportunities in addition to getting IWTU up 
and running to process radioactive waste, and starting demolition of the X-326 Building at the Portsmouth Site. 

"There’s an opportunity to ship a lot of waste next year," Meyer said. 

-Contributor: Brad Mitzelfelt 
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