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$20 million solar farm proposed in West Valley 

• By Rick Miller, County Reporter  

• Sep 24, 2018 Updated 18 hrs ago 

  

WEST VALLEY — A $20 million solar facility is being proposed in the town of Ashford that 

would lead to lower electric bills for 1,500 area residents and small businesses. 

West Valley Solar LLC, a division of BQ Energy of Wappingers Falls, is the same company that 

has already installed two solar farms in Olean and is working on a third. 

The fourth solar farm being proposed in Cattaraugus County will conform to the Cattaraugus 

County Industrial Development Agency’s standard solar energy payment in lieu of taxes 

(P.I.L.O.T.). The standard solar P.I.L.O.T. is $5,000 per megawatt. 

Corey Wiktor, IDA executive director, said at 10 megawatts, the West Valley Solar LLC project 

would generate $50,000 a year for P.I.L.O.T. payments to the town of Ashford, West Valley 

Central School District and Cattaraugus County. 

In addition, through an energy broker, up to 1,500 area residents and small business who are 

customers of National Grid will share in unspecified savings on their electric bills, Wiktor said. 

According to James Falsetti, director of West Valley Solar LLC, the solar project will be a 

community distributed generation project with 100 percent of the power going to local 

consumption. 

“This project is similar to our Solean, Solean West and Homeridae projects (in Olean),” Falsetti 

wrote in the P.I.L.O.T. application to the IDA. 
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In addition to the Olean P.I.L.O.T.s., community benefits from those projects are included for St. 

Bonaventure University, Olean General Hospital and the City of Olean. 

The company also is seeking a reduction in the IDA project fee from $200,000 to $100,000, 

Wiktor noted. The fees are set at 1 percent of the project, Wiktor said. West Valley Solar LLC 

had sought a 0.5 percent project fee 

The solar farm, Wiktor said, is proposed for an unused site on the Western New York Nuclear 

Service Center off Buttermilk Road in the town of Ashford. 

 


