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LOCAL NEWS 

Largest building at West Valley Demonstration Project to be 

demolished in July 

Activists warn there is a potential of irreversible damage to the environment if additional 

safety measures are not taken. 

https://www.wivb.com/news/local‐news/largest‐building‐at‐west‐valley‐demonstration‐project‐to‐be‐demolished‐in‐

july/ (5 minute video) 

by: Abby Fridmann 

WEST VALLEY, N.Y. (WIVB) — Cleanup of the West Valley Demonstration Project has been going on for decades, but the 

Department of Energy has decided to demolish one of the site’s largest and most toxic buildings in July. 

Activists warn if the proper safety measures are not taken at the Main Plant Process Building, just 30 miles south of 

Buffalo, there could be long term affects to those who live there. 

“It’s potentially very dangerous to all of us in Western New York because of both the radioactivity and the hazardous 

material there,” explained Lynda Schneekloth, an advocate for the Sierra Club Niagara Group. 

The Department of Energy says over 7 miles of piping and 50 tons of contaminated equipment has been removed from 

the site so far, but there is some that still remains. 

This Main Plant Process Building once brought in nuclear waste from radioactive power and weapons complexes. It was 

reprocessed there until 1972. The liquid toxic waste from the 6 years of reprocessing took over a decade to convert to 

solid, and advocates claim still remains on the site, in steel containers. 

The Department of Energy faces two requests from advocates, as they prepare to demolish this building. 

The first request is that the demolition be done inside an enclosure to prevent toxic particles from going into the air. 

Secondly, while the DOE already plans for air monitoring on‐site, advocates want off‐site monitoring too. This would 

reveal if dangerous particles move through the environment. 

“They do it to protect the workers, which is fantastic, and really important. But, we want it to be off‐site and real time, 

so we would know what’s happening,” said Schneekloth. 

Diane D’Arrigo, with the West Valley Action Network, said the nuclear particles could get pushed off‐site through the 

wind, which could result in contamination of land and water. 

“We’re talking about the potential for radioactive materials to fall to the ground, get in the food chain, get in the water 

supply, get in the fish, get in the environment, and because some of them are so long lasting, it’s really an irreversible 

decision,” said D’Arrigo. 
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The Department of Energy tells News 4 it will make results public for their on‐site monitoring. They also say they have no 

plans of doing an enclosed demolition. They believe after removing more than 98% of the contaminated debris in the 

building, their project is safe enough. 

State Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples‐Stokes has sent a letter to multiple state agencies, urging them to get 

involved and support the measures advocates have requested. In the letter, she wrote 

“The concern of WVAN is that US Dept. of Energy is not planning this demolition in a way to ensure the 

protection of the public’s health from the possible release of radioactivity into the neighboring and downwind / 

downstream communities including Cattaraugus territory of the Seneca Nation Indians, Gowanda, Buffalo, WNY, 

Central NY and beyond.” 

‐ ASSEMBLY MAJORITY LEADER, CRYSTAL PEOPLES‐STOKES 

In an interview with News 4, Peoples‐Stokes elaborated on the importance of these extra safety measures. 

“No one knows in the short term or the long term, how difficult that ramifications will be on the citizenship. And so, 

because you don’t know, and you don’t want any radioactivity blowing around in anyone’s air, you need to do it 

properly.” 

Peoples‐Stokes said it will likely take much more than just her comments to get other state agencies involved. West 

Valley Advocates agree. 

“I completely understand, it’s the squeaky wheel that get’s the oil. And if we have to keep squeaking, we will do exactly 

that. Because at the end of the day, there are tons of people and our environment at stake here,” said Peoples‐Stokes. 

Some wonder why the Department of Energy is not willing to take these steps. Schneekloth says without them… she 

fears irreversible damage if an accident were to happen.  There’s not a lot of time left to change minds. Without the 

requested safety measures, advocates fear the worst possible scenario. 

“It would go down the Cattaraugus creek through the Seneca nation, along Lake Erie, into all of our water intake 

systems. I mean….that would just be horrendous.” 

The Department of Energy says the demolition will take approximately 40 months to complete. 

Click here to read the letter from State Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples‐Stokes (attached) 
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January 21, 2021 

 

Mr. Joe Martens 

Commissioner 

NYS DEC 

625 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

Dr. Howard Zucker 

Commissioner 

NYS DOH 

Corning Tower, Empire State Plaza 

Albany, NY 12237 

 

Mr. Richard Kauffman 

Chair 

NYSERDA 

17 Columbia Circle 

Albany, NY 12203 

 

Re: NY - West Valley Nuclear Waste Site | Demolition of the Main Plant Processing Building 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

My office is in receipt of numerous requests from the West Valley Action Network (WVAN), an 

umbrella group including over twelve different organizations and individuals who have been 

working to protect the health and environment around the West Valley Nuclear Waste site for 

many decades. I am reaching out to respectfully request your involvement to intercede and 

demand an enclosed demolition with offsite air and water monitoring of the Main Plant 

Processing Building. The public also deserves to be keep updated with real time reporting and 

access to results. 

 

WVAN expressed their concerns for the expected Spring 2021 demolition of the West Valley 

“Main Plant Processing Building” (MPBB). This building is one of the ‘hottest,’ most 

radioactive buildings in the US nuclear power and weapons fuel chain because it reprocessed 

commercial nuclear power irradiated fuel.  The concern of WVAN is that US Dept. of Energy 

(DOE) is not planning this demolition in a way to ensure the protection of the public’s health 

from the possible release of radioactivity into the neighboring and downwind/downstream 

communities, including the Cattaraugus Territory of the Seneca Nation Indians, Gowanda, 

Buffalo, WNY, Central, NY and beyond.  This would severely jeopardize Buffalo and WNY’s  
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estuaries, habitats and public health today as well as future generations. Consequently, Buffalo’s 

listing as a future climate change haven and destination would also be threatened 

(https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/buffalo-oasis-scientists-say-warmer-earth-

could-make-colder-cities-n1113711). 

 

My office was advised that DOE told WVAN that they would complete an evaluation comparing 

open air demolition to using a building enclosure for the MPPB. However, DOE informed 

WVAN recently that the evaluation was never done.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

(NRC) has requested complete details from DOE about the radiological inventory for all the 

rooms in the MPPB in order for the NRC to allow open air demolition, but DOE has not yet 

provided that information. Open air demolition puts everyone and everything at risk. 

 

New York is an Agreement State <https://scp.nrc.gov/rulemaking.html#NY> with the US 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 

(DEC) and Health (DOH) are responsible for some of the nuclear regulatory control. DEC is 

responsible for hazardous waste and materials and NYS Department of Health (DOH) has 

responsibility for the protection of health in the state. NYSERDA fulfills its responsibilities on 

site under the 1980 federal West Valley Demonstration Project Act.   

 

In closing, I would appreciate the involvement of your respective agencies to prevent the open-

air demolition of the West Valley Nuclear Site’s Main Plant Processing Building. We demand 

the responsible action of erecting an enclosure in advance of demolition with offsite air and 

water monitoring and publicly accessible real time reporting and results to protect the 

surrounding populations and environments of New York. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

  

Honorable Crystal D. Peoples-Stokes 

Majority Leader, New York State Assembly 

141
st 

District 

 

CC: 

Hon. Chuck Schumer, US Senate, Majority Leader  

Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, US Senator 

Hon. Tom Reed, US House of Representatives, 23
rd

 District 

Hon. George Borrello, NYS Senator, 57
th

 District 

Hon. Joseph Giglio, NYS Assembly Member, 148
th

 District 

US DOE 

US EPA Region 2 

West Valley Action Network 

West Valley Citizen Task Force 
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